
Why aren’t these operations 
being done in Port and 
Coffs? Because they are run 

by Ramsay Health who don’t want to 
treat public patients in a private hos-
pital. So no doubt Healthe Care who 
run the Mayo,  saw the opportunity 
to make big dollars by bussing pub-
lic patients down to be treated at the 
Mayo and paid for by NSW Health; ie 
Us!  It’s especially galling when Man-
ning Base relies on the Mayo to work 
co-operatively with them. 

Manning Base has reached saturation 
point and is tied to the Mayo for the next 
four years yet has been starved for fund-
ing and nothing seriously spent on the ole 
joint for years. Yet hundreds of millions 
of dollars have been spent on Port Mac-
quarie and Coffs Harbour hospitals (who 
come under Mid North Coast Health 
while we are Hunter New England Health 
District).  

Yet now we have public elective sur-
gery patients being sent from Coffs Har-

bour and Port Macquarie to be operated 
on at the Mayo Hospital!

For the past few months dozens of 
patients are being bused down, not just 
an occasional patient.  These hundreds of 
out of area patients are, of course, highly 
lucrative for the Mayo, yet they are not 
taking the overflow patients from the 
Manning Base hospital which is now quite 
desperate.

Let’s not forget the original Mayo and 
Forster hospitals were built for the local 
population. Healthe Care who now own 
the Mayo are a big organisation which it 
seems, keeps an eye on the bottom line 
before all else with management  ‘gilding 
the lily” as one doctor put it to us.

The Mayo gets more money for doing 
a knee or a hip replacement than taking 
up a bed with a geriatric or rehab patient 
from Manning Base hospital. Local phy-
sicians are at a point of not even trying 
to get a patient into the Mayo. So these 

MANNING BASE 
HOSPITAL ON 
LIFE SUPPORT
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It’s rather “do or die” it seems at Manning Base Hospital.
Beds are so short they’re using the recovery room of the operating theatre as a ward for all the acute cases being admitted 
from the emergency department. All elective surgery is being shut down, and not only are there no nursing beds available but 
the Mayo Hospital management has decided to take on elective surgeries from Coffs Harbour and Port Macquarie! 
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The USU has released a 
statement saying:

“There has been signifi-
cant media, including social media 
coverage, about a dispute regarding 
the applicable award that cov-
ers Mid-Coast Council employees 
required to undertake ‘sleepover 
shifts’ to care for residents overnight 
at Mid-Coast Assist. 

The dispute was never about the 
exceptional work and commitment 
that our members provide for this 
valuable community service. Our 
members go above and beyond every 
day to provide such a service. 

The dispute centres on whether 
the employees should be employed 
under the Social, Community, 
Home Care and Disability Services 
Industry Award 2010 (SCHADS 
Award) or an Enterprise Bargain-
ing Agreement (EBA) as required 
under the Disability Support Work-
er Cost Model provided by the Na-
tional Disability Insurance Agency. 

Currently employees are em-
ployed under the Local Govern-
ment (State) Award 2021 and 
this Award does not provide for 
sleepover shifts.

At a directions Hearing on 6 
September, the Commission set 
down a timetable which will lead 
to a Hearing towards the end of 
this year or early in 2022.

“It was open for the Council to 
fix this issue but they have chosen 
not to,” said USU Northern Indus-

trial Officer Noel Martin. 
“It is disappointing that Council 

has chosen to go down this path.
“The USU is always open to re-

solve matters at a local level and in 
conciliation before the New South 
Wales Industrial Relations Commis-
sion (IRC) however we are seeking 
a directions hearing for the matter 
to be determined by the IRC,” Mr 
Martin said.

Certain people, through the 
scourge of social media, have 
chosen to paint this subject as an 
attack on the integrity of the Mid-
Coast Assist staff.  This was never 
the case. After an independent 
review it shows that MidCoast As-
sist employees are highly respect-
ed within the industry, and the 
services provided by the organisa-
tion, MidCoast Assist, have a very 
solid reputation.

The Manning Community News 
would be delighted to speak to any 
current and or former employees 
of MidCoast Assist, or receive 
information from or regarding any 
current or former clients.

It appears that Council will be 
up for legal costs and potentially 
the payment of claims or changes 
to the Award, which may result in 
being backdated, which may then 
cover former employees.

Either way it’s going to be 
another unwanted burden passed 
onto the incoming council in De-
cember.

COUNCIL 
AND THE 

UNION TALKS 
BREAK 
DOWN

The dispute between the United Services Union (USU), 
the principal Union representing employees at Mid-Coast 
Council (and MidCoast Assist) and the Council has taken 
a new turn with the USU having gone back to Industrial 
Relations Commission seeking intervention, as the recent 
‘directed’ talks have broken down with Council.
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In circumstances where roads 
are in a very poor state, where 
services are barely up to 

scratch, fees and rates are con-
tinually going up, where there 
are continual misadventures by 
the Council, it becomes obvious 
that the buck has to stop with the 
elected Councillors who oversee 
and permit the continual indis-
cretions and blunders.

From listening to the broadcasts 
of our Council Meetings over the past 
four years (and cringing when watch-
ing on Zoom)  it has become quite 
obvious that many of our Councillors 
appear to have either a very limited 
understanding of financial manage-
ment or meekly accept what is served 
up by the Administration.

We as the residents and voters of 
this beautiful region have two quite 
simple options: we either continue to 
accept more of the same by re-elect-
ing the same ‘old’ people (and noth-
ing will change) OR we scrutinise 
thoroughly and conscientiously the 
performance of the existing Council-
lors, and particularly in the area of 
financial management. 

It is only through sound financial 
management and solid administration 
without the consistent and frequent 
debacles that we have seen over 
the past four years, that we will see 
change and improvement to, and the 
delivery of, all those services that our 
community so desperately needs. 

We have to be more vigilant in 
scrutinising  all the wannabe council-
lor candidates (and the many who will 
be added to pad out group tickets at 
the election) – most of whom won’t 
really stand a chance of being elected 
but will be added to help the lead can-
didate get elected. Historically, there 
are only a few group tickets that do 
get multiple candidates elected.  

It’s not good enough, particularly 
in this year’s Council election, just to 
vote for a “good bloke” or a popular 
or long serving councillor or a rank 
inexperienced political party apparat-
chik.  We need people who are adept 
at managing a Council with a $280 
million dollar budget and overseeing 
canny and crafty executives.

People who have established a 

strong community background, who 
will be accountable, who have demon-
strated that they are capable of, and 
are prepared if necessary, to stand up 
to the Administration and fight for the 
community.

ELECTION DELAY
The postponement of the Coun-

cil Elections from 4 September to 4 
December should give residents and 
voters an opportunity over the next 
few months to see the serious state 
of our Council’s financial position 
and perhaps a few more sins may be 
exposed along the way.

COUNCIL’S ‘DRAFT FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 2020/21

One has to seriously question why 
the Administration, endorsed by a 
majority of the existing Councillors, 
(with the exception of Cr Peter Epov 
and Cr Kathryn Bell) stepped away 
from the time honoured practice 
and the transparency measure, and 
resolved not to publish in a Council 
Report, Council’s ‘Draft’ Financial 
Statements for the 2020/21 year. 

Perhaps it had something to do 
with the numerous errors that we 
have seen over the past three years in 
Council’s ‘Draft’ Financial Statements, 
or is it that certain people don’t wish 
to reveal the real situation of Council’s 
finances too early, before the Election? 

The majority of our Councillors 
voted to send those ‘Draft’ Financial 
Statements to the NSW Audit Office 
without actually even seeing them first.

Frustrated and angry Councillor 
Peter Epov commented, 

“It’s really disappointing that as a 
Councillor, and a community represen-
tative, I didn’t get the opportunity to 
review the 2020/21 ‘Draft’ Financial 
Statements, before they were sent off to 
the NSW Auditor General. 

In past years, the ‘Draft’ Statements 
were always published in a Council 
Report for all to see. This year only 
certain Councillors were granted the 
opportunity to see those statements, I 
wasn’t one of those, perhaps because I 
ask too many questions about the state 
of Council’s finances.”

MCC 2021/22 BUDGET.
The recent “2021/22 Monthly 

Budget Variation Report – August 
2021” has confirmed that Council 
is heading for a budget deficit of 
over $12 Million (originally list-
ed as $12,507,981 now down to 
$12,344,949). 

After three months into the Finan-
cial Year it appears there is no plan, 
and Council has yet to reveal how 
it intends to mitigate that loss, and 
there is no indication nor any appar-
ent concern from the majority of our 
elected Councillors.

Ultimately, there will be a sting to 
this deficit which will inevitably be 
passed on to we residents and rate-
payers, but perhaps we may not feel 
this sting until after the 4 December 
election?

Let’s not forget that Council’s 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
in December 2020 projected a deficit 
of $32.371 Million from Council’s 
General Fund Operations for the year.

2020-2021 BUDGET ITEMS 
REVOTED /CARRIED FORWARD 

INTO 2021/2022.
The recent Report to Council’s 

Meeting of 22 September has indi-
cated that Council failed to complete 
$53,205,167 worth of Budgeted Proj-
ects in the 2020/21 Financial Year. 
This represents 20.3% of the original 
Council Budget of $261.7 million.

The Council Report does play 
down these figures by claiming  that 
$4,213,338 were ‘Revotes’ and the 
balance of $48,991,829 were ‘Carry 
Forwards’, which is all semantics be-
cause ultimately it all still amounts to 
a failure to complete projects on time 
within the budgeted period.

Council’s History on Capital 

Works can be summed up in the table 
which was published in our May 
Edition by Cr Peter Epov in his article 
“Why I opposed the Budget”.

The recent confirmation that 
Council has not completed $53 mil-
lion in budgeted projects appears to 
re-affirm many of Councillor Epov’s 
concerns.

REVIEW OF THE 2020/21 DELIVERY 
PROGRAM AND AN OPERATIONAL 

PLAN (DPOP).
At the end of each Financial Year 

Council is required to conduct and 
publish a review of the Delivery Pro-
gram and Operational Plan for that 
year. The DPOP is a document which 
lists many of the activities and proj-
ects Council promised to undertake 
for the Community in that year.

Strangely this review is undertak-
en by the Administration (upon itself) 
and not by the Councillors nor by an 
independent body. 

THE MAIN 
ELECTION ISSUE 
The key election issue for all voters at the 2021 MCC election on December 4 unquestionably has to be the 

management and oversight of Council’s finances.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Councillor Peter Epov is concerned at  
Council’s financial status

Year Capital Works 
Program

Revoted into next year: or not 
completed at the end of the  
Financial Year

2017/18 $58.66 Million $49.20 Million
2018/19 $56 Million $46.38 Million
2019/20 $100 Million $30.515 Million
2020/21 $80 Million Only $29 Million was expended to 

the December  QBRS suggesting 
further re-votes.

2021/22 $102 Million
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

patients are filling Manning Base 
beds so when an emergency 
comes into Manning Base there’s 
nowhere to put them!

The fault appears to be that 
a coherent management clinical 
plan had not being done for years 
let alone enacted. 

For years Hunter New En-
gland Health in Newcastle appear 
to have abandoned Manning 
Base or shoved it to the bottom 
of the “to do/fix” list. Lack of 
updated facilities and equipment, 
the need for highly experienced 
admin staff and management, 
a lack of Registrars, plus a few 
shocking scandals,  have meant 
Manning Base hasn’t been top of 
the list to recruit top professional 
medical staff. 

Playing catchup means out 
of the 100 million dollar budget, 
there is 10 million dollars avail-
able to make a plan which rough-
ly spins out to approximately 6 
months minimum to do, another 
six months for schematic design, 
6 months for the master plan-
ning, 6 months for builders and 
construction people to sign up, 
and a year or two to build. That’s 
all with no hiccups. Good luck.

This should have all been 
done several years ago when the 
last clinical services plan ran out. 

After the recent excoriating 
parliamentary enquiry into 
Regional and Rural Health Mr 
Michael Di Rienzo from HNEH 
is now at last listening and 
consulting with Manning Base 
physicians and  the local  group - 
the Manning Great Lakes Com-
munity Health Action Group  led 
by President Eddie Wood, Peter 
Johanson Vice President,Carmel 
Bartlett  Hon Secretary, and Hel-
en Halpin  Treasurer. The rest of 
the group consist of four retired 
nurses, one retired teacher, two 
paramedics ( one retired and one 
still working) an accountant / 
business woman and a financial 
planner … so nine on the com-
mittee, with a combined total of 
231 years clinical experience , 
and  just over 1000 members with 
7000 signatures supporting their 
cause to petition the government 
for increased funding and ser-
vices. They are keen to point out 
that their Health Action group 
has always supported nurses, 
doctors and  all categories of staff 
at the hospital in doing their job 
under difficult circumstances , 

and have never criticised them. 
President Eddie Wood points 

out – “We are an apolitical group 
now going into our 6th year and 
have had discussions with CEO 
of HNEH Michael DiRienzo, Lyn 
Fragar Chair of the Board, Senior 
Nursing Management, General 
Manager, senior Medical Offi-
cers, and politicians  Dr David 
Gillespie, Lesley Williams, Luke 
Foley, Michael Daley, Walt Sec-
ord , and once our only meeting 
with Stephen Bromhead, over 5 
years ago.”

No doubt without the ongoing 
pressure from this committee 
Manning Base would not have 
had the increased funding, the 
MRI scanner , and the Clinical 
Services Plan which expired in 
2017 brought up to date. 

Unfortunately although Mr 
Di Rienzo invited the group to a 
briefing of the Clinical Services 
Plan, he is refusing  to release 
the document in its entirety as he 
states that it is an internal docu-
ment , which he will discuss with 
the stake holders and he does 
not want the community to be 
confused and misconstrue what 
is in it.  

This is considered an insult 
to the 94,000 members of the 
Manning Great Lakes Communi-
ty who are all stakeholders.  The 
Action Group point out that other 
health services have their Clini-
cal Services Plans freely available 
on their websites for all to see … 
So why is our area any different? 

One would think we were in a 
prime position to have all the help 
we need with our Federal Member, 
Dr ( as in medical) David Gillespie 
now appointed the Minister for 
Regional and Rural Health. 

However Dr Gillespie has 
rarely been forthcoming with 
help for the Manning Base Hos-
pital declaring it is a State issue 
which falls into the lap of Local 
MP Stephen Bromhead. While 
Mr Bromhead is front and cen-
tre in photo ops and trumpeting 
government handouts, his modus 
operandi on most complaints is 
to write that he has noted your 
concern and forwarded the 
information further up the line. 
So rarely is anything ever heard 
of the matter again. Come elec-
tion time however, he is quick 
to spruik all he has done for the 
Manning Hospital - like a new 
parking station, and “plans are 

underway” for its future, and a 
possible big hospital in Forster. 
We are told by medical staff and 
others this will never happen. 
Mr Bromhead is also adept at 
charming residents in retirement 
homes, remembering the majori-
ty of our LGA population are over 
60 years old. 

Now Nursing Homes fall 
under the Federal umbrella so as 
Regional and Rural Minister for 
Health the locals want Dr Gilles-
pie to be responsible for his own 
backyard. 

And while well meaning com-
munity groups politely negotiate, 
the medicos want some serious 
action, NOW. And frankly, so do 
the local and surrounding com-
munity who rely on Manning 
Base – our hospital.  

So full marks to all the staff 
and those struggling to keep the 
joint sort of functioning. 

We asked the Mayo Hospital 
Taree for a comment and re-
ceived the following -

“As a group, Healthe Care 
Australia has been supporting 
the COVID-19 response across 
New South Wales and Victoria; 
redirecting over 100 Nurses and 
staf f from our hospitals to the 
areas of greatest need, including 
the Vaccination Hubs and Special 
Health Accommodation in Sydney, 
COVID Wards at hospitals across 
the state, and on the frontlines in 
regional and remote areas. 

Staf f from both Mayo Private 
and Forster Private Hospitals 
have been involved in these ef forts, 
as well as the ongoing treatment of 
elective surgery patients from the 
Manning, Hunter New England 
and surrounding local health dis-
tricts, to help reduce the burden on 
the public hospital system.  
Mayo and Forster Private have 
a longstanding relationship with 
Manning Base Hospital, and will 
continue to support the treatment 
of patients that are deemed suit-
able for private hospital care. We 
remain committed to working 
alongside NSW Health to provide 
resources and support in any way 
we can.”

Kind regards 
Benjamin Uprichard 
Regional Chief Executive Officer, 
Mid-North Coast NSW, Forster 
Private Hospital | Mayo Private 
Hospital

A spokesperson for HNELD  
said -   “The District has a 

pandemic plan in response to 
COVID-19 for all facilities, which 
was updated in 2021 and remains 
current.

 During 2020, we sourced 
additional equipment, including 
ventilators to address the surge in 
intensive care patients, should the 
pandemic spread across the re-
gion. We also have plans in place 
to surge staffing and intensive care 
capacity if and when it is required.

Each hospital has a plan to 
provide ongoing care to a patient 
with COVID-19 or transfer that 
patient to a suitable hospital 
within the District. Our facilities 
also have suitable clinical spaces 
to appropriately care for patients 
with COVID-19, and our larger 
hospitals have identified surge 
capacity to accommodate larger 
patient numbers in wards, ICU, 
the emergency department and 
Hospital in the Home (HITH) 
service, if needed.”

And from Dr Gillespie - “I’m 
happy to take up these matters 
with Steve Bromhead MP, as 
the operation of the local health 
district hospitals falls within the 
jurisdiction of the NSW Govern-
ment.

“In relation to the Covid vac-
cination rollout, aside from the 
State Government Covid vaccina-
tion clinics, at the Federal level 
we now have a record number of 
locations across our region in the 
primary healthcare space, includ-
ing GP medical clinics, commu-
nity pharmacies, commonwealth 
vaccination centres and Aborigi-
nal Medical Services, which are 
all helping with the rollout.

“As for the upgrade plans at 
Manning Base Hospital, I un-
derstand the NSW Government 
has announced and has partially 
completed a $140 mill upgrade of 
that facility ($40 mill Stage 1 is 
completed and $100 mill Stage 2 
is underway).

 
“In reference to Forster, as out-

lined in the 2020-21 NSW Bud-
get Papers Outcomes Statement, 
funding has been made available 
to progress that project.”

 
All we can add is -PLEASE 

GET VACCINATED. 
And once again, a shout out to 

ALL our over-worked, stressed 
and pressured staff at our local 
hospitals. 

DM

MANNING BASE HOSPITAL ON LIFE SUPPORT
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At different times of the 
year, swathes of rain-
bow lorikeets come to 

eat, squawk and play among 
the creepers. I have counted as 
many as 30 of the birds and then 
watched as, abruptly and at some 
signal entirely beyond my appre-
hension, every one of them has 
at once launched skyward in a 
fusillade of fragments of feathered 
rainbow, lifting and careening in 
arcing geometries of magnificent 
agility and purpose. A living kalei-
doscope, wild on the wing.

On the morning in question, my 
window was wide open to the balmy 
city air. Concentrating on my lap-
top, my attention was drawn by my 
comrade lorikeets suddenly lifting 
in one of their wild scatterings. One 
single bird flew directly towards me. 
I don’t know if I flinched or not, but 
it felt like a column of air and life had 
projected through the window with 
intense force; a shaft of energy from 
the outside world to the inner room. 
A brief sense of threshing, a thud 
and silence. Turning in my chair, I 
saw the rainbow lorikeet there, in the 
room, on the ground. Stunned, but 
apparently unharmed and looking at 
me, sidewise, with one single eye.

The rainbow bird righted itself, 
then in a few short flighty hops came 
to rest on a bookshelf to the right 
of the desk, resting briefly next to 
a range of works dedicated to the 
climate crisis and ecology. I reached 
for my phone, as one does, to try and 
capture an image of this uncanny mo-
ment. And as I pressed the keep for 
eternity button, the lorikeet arched 
its wings in front of Paul Gilding’s 
2011 book, The Great Disruption: 
How the Climate Crisis will Transform 
the Global Economy. Seconds later, it 
was gone, away through the window 
and back into the Sydney sky.

Paul Gilding was the CEO of 
Greenpeace Australia Pacific in the 
90s before going on to a stint as 

Greenpeace International’s Exec-
utive Director. I have always been 
very grateful to Paul for his wise 
advice, given freely and generously. 
The Great Disruption grew out of 
Paul’s widely circulated 2005 memo, 
‘Scream. Crash. Boom’ which was 
one of the first things that I ever read 
which really brought home the sheer 
enormity of the climate damage that 
was being done to the world. 

It had been some time since I read 
Paul’s book, but after the visit of the 
rainbow lorikeet, I opened The Great 
Disruption and reread some of the 
book’s most significant passages, 
which included the following:

There will be a tipping point when 
denial ends, and the reality that we 
face a global civilization - threatening 
risk will become accepted wisdom, 
virtually overnight. At that point, we 
will respond dramatically and with 
extraordinary speed and focus. …

But a word of caution. Just as 

denial and pessimism can prevent 
action, ironically so can unstrategic 
optimism. If we sit back and passively 
wait for the dam to break, it will at the 
very least delay that day. Instead, we 
have to choose active, engaged and 
strategic hope. ...

The IPCC’s (Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change) recent 
report confirms we’ve reached the 
fulcrum moment. Through leaks, 
confidential briefings and the evi-
dence of our own senses of a disrupt-
ed world, we had known this IPCC 
news was coming. Still, the predict-
ability couldn’t diminish the shock, 
grief and fear; the sheer starkness of 
the news and the truth that nowhere 
and nothing is now safe without our 
monumental collective effort. We are 
all climate pilgrims now. 

I stroke the faces of my kids after 
they have fallen asleep in their bunk 
beds, knowing the possible scenarios 
that lie ahead, in their lifetimes. 

One of the foundational stories 
of Greenpeace is the myth of the 
warriors of the rainbow, who come 
to restore balance in a world beset 
by darkness and injustice. I think 
Paul Gilding is right. At the eleventh 
hour, humanity is finally beginning 
to rally with urgency. Now, we are 
in a contest of power and racing 
against time. It is the fossil fuel order 
that is holding back the transforma-
tion of Australia including through 
the effective capture of our federal 
government. Our national political 
leadership should be leading and in-
spiring the necessary transformation 
– but instead, this is left to the clean 
energy rebellion; that massive infor-
mal coalition of committed citizens, 
communities, campaigners, investors, 
businesses and institutions who are 
determined to secure the conditions 
for the future flourishing of our kids, 
our country and the planet. Green-
peace’s own campaigns on Australia’s 
major corporate energy users and 
biggest polluters are designed to 
achieve the greatest emissions cuts in 
the shortest possible time.

To quote Gilding again, ‘…given 
the challenges ahead, the choice to be 
optimistic is perhaps the most im-
portant and most political choice an 
individual can make.’ And so, shak-
ing our heads from the blow of the 
IPCC’s latest news, we must get on 
with the great work at hand. 

If there is one thing we know, it 
is that people working together can 
achieve practically anything. We 
understand the problem. We have 
the technical and policy solutions we 
need, and a clear popular mandate 
for change. The window is closing 
and the years are short. But we are 
airborne, and still the blue sky opens 
before us. Now is the time for our 
greatest effort.

David Ritter is the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Greenpeace 
Australia Pacific

THE WINDOW 
IS STILL OPEN

David Ritter

One morning, earlier this year I was sitting at a desk in our upstairs study, working from home, looking out through 
the eight-paned window in front of me. It is a modest view, out over grey tin awnings, across a lane-way, to the 
backyard of a large town-house; a courtyard shaded by an overhead trellis laden with thriving vines. I have come to 
know this little view very well.
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Australia does not need 
nuclear submarines; it 
probably does not need 

submarines.
Australia’s original submarines, 

the Oberon Class, were British de-
signed and built and began service 
in the late 1960’s. The American’s 
requested their use to watch Russian 
naval movements at Vladivostok 
and Cam Ran Bay. The Australian 
endeavours were praised by the US, 
encouraging Australia to build a new 
fleet of submarines better suited to 
the task, but the Cold War ended. 
The Collins Class was plagued with 

problems not least of which was 
maintaining the required number of 
crew.

A new Australian fleet of US 
designed nuclear submarines will be 
intended to supplement the US force 
structure. In the event of hostilities, 
they will come under overall US 
command.

The target is China; as Australia’s 
largest trading partner, it makes no 
sense. The decision will concern 
countries in the region and upset the 
military balance.

Why does Australia need nuclear 
submarines when Indonesia, Malay-

sia, Thailand and Viet Nam do not?
What does Australia get out of it? 

Nothing except a worse relationship 
with its largest trading partner.

The US has gone from having a 
rotating marine presence in Darwin 
to it being permanent. The subma-
rines will, I believe, lead to an even 
greater US military presence in 
Australia. The US have not given us 
all the computer codes for the F35, 
it is unlikely that they will give us 
the codes for the nuclear engines, 
further reinforcing their claim for an 
increased permanent presence.

This escalating US presence will 

bring its own multiplier as it seeks to 
defend on-land assets in Australia.

All of this has to do with the US, 
Australia has allowed itself to be 
conned. Australia is not under a 
greater threat from China than any-
one else in the region.

The UK is looking for relevance 
after Brexit. It wants to believe it is 
still a world power. Rah, rah, rah, 
East of Suez and all that. It’s pathetic 
Johnson/Tory nonsense, which no 
doubt plays out well at White’s but 
will not help with declining terms of 
trade.

Bruce Haigh

AUSTRALIA AND 
US NUCLEAR 
SUBMARINES

Former diplomat and Political commentator, Bruce Haigh, makes a first pass on secret and shocking recent events. 
No doubt there will be a lot more to say. Ed.

To me the greatest concern is the 
attack on our natural resources from 
visitors. Over the holiday period it 

has been reported to me, after the event, 
that the shellfish on Fingal Headland and 
Rocky Point have been targeted by visiting 
groups who have hammered and chiseled 
every sign of life including urchins, limpets, 
chitons, turban shells and periwinkles. All 
destined for the cooking pot. The pipis on 
Stockton Beach are forever under pressure. 

Unfortunately, a group of visiting spearfishers 
targeted big flathead on the sand in Fingal Bay 
for three days,  effectively wiping out the female 

fish. I’m sure that there is far more than has 
been reported.

The real issue here is the inability of NSW 
Fisheries to prevent the cleanout. This is not the 
lack of conviction by the local Compliance Offi-
cers who do a great job and I continually support 
them. It is simply a lack of numbers to police 
the huge area that they are expected to protect. 
And it’s not just here. It’s a problem everywhere.  
What do you think?  Obviously more education 
about protecting and insuring sustainability  has 
to be encouraged and indeed enforced.  

And if you notice those taking more than they 
should, politely explain so, and report them.

To say we have been through a tough time recently is an understatement. 
The virus, flood, big seas, landslides and road closures have all descended 
upon us, really testing our resolve as a community. 

Fishing writer, author and radio presenter John “Stinker” Clarke can be heard weekly, throughout 
NSW, on popular ABC Regional Radio fishing program “The Big Fish”. Check him out on www.stinker.
com.au or send an email to editor@manningcommunitynews.com with your information and questions. 

C’mon take a feed… 
But don’t wipe it all out
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In the 1980s Australia was 
considered one of the most 
admired countries in the 

world on an environmental 
scale. That record, built under 
the Hawke government and our 
ideals about environmental pro-
tection has now been trampled 
by the rest of the world. Today, 
we find ourselves at the bottom 
of every poll of National regard 
for the world’s environment and 
we are never offered a speaking 
position at any International En-
vironmental Forums.

The strongest developed coun-
tries in the world, particularly the 
United States, have despaired of our 
paltry record in every aspect of en-
vironmental protection. A poll of all 
the Environmental policies of every 
strongly developed country finds us 
last. The global poll of every country 
in the world finds Australia 4th from 
the bottom in terms of our contribu-
tion to saving our endangered globe 
from environmental destruction.

In the mid-1980’s Bob Hawke 
whose environmental credentials 
have never really been recognised, 
persuaded every country in the de-
veloped world to join the Internation-
al Agreement which makes Antarc-
tica sacrosanct from any attempt at 
research or development in the areas 
of oil or mineral discovery. As a re-
sult, Antarctica is the only continent 
thus protected.

This and the other environmental 
protections legislation which ema-
nated from the Hawke government 
made us the envy of and the gold 
standard for the world’s environmen-
tal protections.

Bjelke-Petersen was granting ex-
ploration leases on the Great Barrier 
Reef for oil and mineral research. 
Hawke legislated to make the Great 
Barrier Reef part of the national 
estate under complete control of the 
Commonwealth and totally out of 
Queensland’s hands.

Next, the Tasmanian government 
was about to dam those wonderful 
wild rivers in the south of the state 
for a hydroelectric powerhouse. 
Hawke again used the Common-
wealth’s powers to declare the Gor-
don below Franklin area and the wild 
rivers, part of the National Estate. Of 
course, history shows that the con-
junction of these wild rivers has led 
to one of the most magnificent envi-
ronmental jewels of the world and a 
highly successful tourism venture. 
The Gordon below Franklin area is a 
thing of wonderful beauty and awe.

Thank God Hawke saved this 

area from total destruction.
Hawke then turned his attention 

to the rainforests of Australia. Bjel-
ke-Petersen was promoting housing 
development in Queensland’s rain-
forest, even an abominable attempt 
to do so in the beautiful pristine 
Daintree. Again Hawke introduced 
legislation protecting every rainfor-
est in Australia from the tip of Cape 
York to the south of Tasmania. These 
magnificent rainforests add a certain 
lustre to the whole environmental 
jewel which is Australia.

The world’s rainforests are being 
destroyed every day by unthink-
ing, insensitive governments at an 
enormous rate. Every rainforest tree 
in Australia is protected under this 
Hawke legislation. The rest of the 
world gasped in appreciation of the 
move Australia made in comparison 
with the insensitivity of most of the 
rest of the world to these majestic 
beautiful rainforests.

Kakadu National Park is now one 
of the great wilderness areas of the 
world. It exists only because of the 
determination of the Hawke Govern-
ment. 

So highly was Australia consid-
ered in terms of its environmental 
protection that I, as the Australian 
Minister for the Environment, was 
invited to launch the Japanese Blue 
Sky Green Water campaign to save 
that country from the environmental 
degradation into which it had sunk. 
Australia was invited to launch this 
campaign as a measure of the re-
spect in which we were held for our 
environmental credentials.

The Great Barrier Reef stretch-
ing for 3000 km off the coast of 
Queensland is considered by most 
people to be one of the world’s most 
prized environmental jewels. Under 
the Hawke government, the con-
trol of the Barrier Reef was prized, 
protected and properly financed. I 
had the privilege of being appointed 
the original Chairman of the Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Council in the 
1980s when the Hawke Government 
really accepted our worldwide re-
sponsibility to care for the Reef.

Since the Hawke years, succes-
sive conservative Governments 
have shown precious little regard for 
Australia’s responsibility to protect 
this most magnificent of the world’s 
natural beauties.

We now face the real prospect of 
the Barrier Reef being declared by 
UNESCO to be “in danger”. What 
a horrible thought that Australia, 
once the environmental leader in 
the world, is now considered to be a 

vagabond, insensitive and uncaring.
Conservative governments built 

that horrible coal loader in Glad-
stone. Its construction caused dredg-
ing right to the base of the Barrier

Reef to compound this felony. 
They continue to support the Adani 
Mine and the expansion of coal 
mines in the Galilee Basin. We are 
now considered vandals of the worst 
kind; condemned by the entire world 
for the betrayal of our obligations 
and led by an insensitive Prime Min-
ister who paraded a piece of coal in 
the Parliament. This was his touch-
stone and a measure of the fact that 
this government is owned lock, stock 
and barrel by the fossil fuel industry.

All of these industrial moves 
have degraded the Barrier Reef to 
the situation which now exists. We 
Australians are considered vandals 
for the way we have allowed this 
magnificent natural jewel to be under 
threat of being declared a disaster. 
All thinking Australians, if for no 
other reason should hate successive 
Federal Conservative Governments 
for its degradation of the Great 
Barrier Reef. Australia, because of its 
geographical situation, has a respon-
sibility to protect and nurture this 
greatest of nature’s gifts.

Howard started this downward 
spiral in environmental matters when 
he refused along with the United 
States and Kazakhstan, against all 
the other nations of the world, to sign 
Australia up to the Kyoto Accords.

It is not that long back when 
one of the most shocking corrupt 
actions of the Government gave a 
mysterious body called the Barrier 
Reef Foundation without any ten-
der or published reasons $443 m to 
provide ‘God knows what’ protection 
to the Barrier Reef. Has anyone 
seen a report of the action taken by 
this mysterious body to justify this 
payment?

I’m absolutely appalled along with 
most sensitive thinking Australians 
as to how we have descended in 
a short 40 years from the position 
bestowed by the Hawke Govern-
ment and applauded by the rest of 
the world, to our present situation of 
being considered the least environ-
mentally responsible country in the 
world.

What a pity that our present 
position blames us for being the least 
environmentally responsible country 
in the world.

 
(First published in Pearls and 

Irritations.)

The 2020/21 review has revealed 
that Council only completed 76.5% of 
the programmed activities and proj-
ects.

The Report shows that 22.5% were 
delayed and 1% withdrawn.

The obvious question many locals 
are asking is “would this situation 
occur in a business or commercial 
setting where only 76.5% of the pro-
grammed activities were completed 
but the Budget of $261.7 million was 
expended”?

Whilst Covid will be rolled out as 
an excuse, let’s remember the previ-
ous year’s excuses for program de-
lays; the drought, the bushfires, then 
the floods, yet somehow amongst all 
this Council managed to relocate to 
the Masters Building in record time 
and with great fanfare and all the 
(costly) trimmings.

COUNCIL CONDUCT
And while the flow of expenditure 

is major, can we also look at how 
councillors conduct themselves. The 
grandstanding from the pulpit by 
some where the mayor never inter-
rupts the flow of drivel, the insults 
and incorrect veiled references to 
this newspaper by several councillors, 
the behaviour of the Mayor and his 
flagrant bias and negativity towards 
Councillors Epov and Bell, the scarily 
ignorant comments and questions 
from seemingly barely literate indi-
viduals, is cold comfort to those of us 
watching and listening to our Council. 

It is also alienating and unhelpful 
for the General Manager to ban this 
newspaper from all council premises 
and forbid staff to bring a copy of the 
paper near council property.

Hence this paper cannot cover 
stories about what might be happen-
ing  at the Entertainment Centre, Art 
Gallery, the Information Centre, our 
libraries and other places supported 
by council. When we pointed out that 
banning this paper from libraries was 
a form of censorship and suppression 
of public information, one copy is now 
allowed in libraries . . . chained in a 
back room in some cases it would 
seem. We used to have hundreds of 
copies on the front desk of libraries 
free for visitors to take away.

We are also told of certain familiar 
faces dumping and removing copies of 
this paper from some public outlets.

With serious threats and false 
allegations made against The Man-
ning Community News we can’t help 
wondering what might Council be 
afraid of, or covering up?  

All of which may explain why the 
community feels ostracised, ignored 
and on occasion when face to face, 
with some council staff, we are treated 
with rude arrogance. 

Remember come December 4, 
Choose Wisely.

WHAT HAPPENED?
Former Federal Minister and Chairman of the Tourism Taskforce John Brown reflects. . .

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

THE MAIN ELECTION ISSUE 
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Why would they want to 
record your phone call?

The answer is simple. If, 
in the future, they need to rely on the 
phone call to substantiate a conversa-
tion or to gather incriminating evidence 
against you for whatever reason, they 
cannot use the phone call unless you 
have been advised and you consent 
either expressly or implied.

In NSW, it is illegal to record a 
private conversation without consent 
between the callers, unless:
• It is reasonably believed that re-

cording the conversation protects 
your lawful interest, or 

• The recording is not made for 
the purpose of communicating 
or publishing the conversation, 
or a report of the conversation to 
persons who are not parties to the 
conversation.

Normally, it is against the law to 
record a phone call between parties 
without the other party’s consent. 

Recordings using a listening 
device, such as a mobile phone or 
digital recorder, and then publishing or 
distributing that information to a third 
party can amount to a criminal offence. 
The Surveillance Devices Act 2007 (the 
‘Act’) is the corner stone of the legis-
lation which governs the use of such 
devices in NSW.

In fact, Section 7 of the Act makes 
it an offence punishable by up to five 
years in jail and/or $55,000.00 per per-
son to ‘knowingly install, use, cause to be 
used or maintain a listening device to:

(a)  overhear, record, monitor or 
listen to a private conversation to 
which the person is not a party, 
or 

(b)  to record a private conversation 
to which the person is a party’.

A listening device is defined by the 
Act as ‘any device capable of being used to 
overhear, record, monitor or listen to the 
conversation, or words spoken to, or by 
any person in conversation, that does not 
include a hearing aid or similar device’. 
This definition certainly includes a mo-
bile phone or any other digital device, 
as well as recording devices you can see 
online. Also, there are video cameras 
which have recording facilities. 

WHAT IS A PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION? 

This is defined as any words spoken 
by one person to another, or to other 
persons in circumstances that may 
reasonably be taken to indicate that any 
of those persons desires the words to 
be listened to not only by themselves, 
or by some other person who has their 
consent, express or implied by all those 
persons to do so. That does not include 
a conversation made in circumstances 
in which the parties to it may reason-
ably expect that it might be overheard 
by someone else.

Don’t you love the law.
There are, however, exceptions 

within the law. These may include: 
• There has been a warrant or other 

legal authorisation to do so.
• To record the refusal of a police 

interview.
• To locate or retrieve the device.
• Where it is used by police to re-

cord the operation of a taser or on 
police body-worn video equipment. 

• The unintentional hearing of a 
private conversation by means of a 
listening device.

It is not an offence to record a 
private conversation to which a person 
is a party if: 
• There is consent by all parties to 

the conversation – either expressly 
or implied.

• It is reasonably necessary for the 
protection of the lawful interest of 
a principal party. 

• It is not made for the purpose of 
communicating or publishing the 
conversation or a report of the 
conversation to persons who are 
not parties to the conversation.

For the police to apply for a warrant 
to listen or bug your home, they need 
to have reasonable grounds to suspect 
that someone is about to commit an 
offence, or that an offence has been 
committed, or that an offence is likely 
to be committed.

These are called surveillance 
warrants. For a Magistrate or Judge’s 
approval is required, which is at their 
discretion. In deciding whether a 
surveillance warrant is to be issued, 
consideration needs to be given. Such 

consideration involves the nature and 
severity of the alleged offence, the 
likely intrusion on the privacy of the 
person or persons being recorded, and 
whether there are alternative ways of 
obtaining any evidence that is required. 
When a surveillance warrant is issued, 
it will give very specific guidelines as to 
the type of device approved and how it 
can be used. More often than not, you 
will not be shown a copy of the surveil-
lance warrant until after the event.

Surveillance warrants are referred 
to colloquially as a “wiretap”. Often 
these warrants are issued to allow 
undercover police officers and/or third 
parties, such as police informants, to 
lawfully record private conversations, 
and be able to use such ‘evidence’ in 
any court proceedings.

On another note, provided the 
parties to the conversation, whether 
one or more, are aware that the phone 
call or conversation is being recorded 
and there is no objection, this will imply 
that consent has been granted by the 
participating parties. 

It then becomes a little more com-
plex, if for example, there are conver-
sations between a person in Victoria 
that is recording a conversation from a 
person who is in NSW. In that regard, 
the Victorian law would prevail.

In the event that you have breached 
the Act, there is a penalty of 100 penalty 
units or imprisonment for five years 
for an individual or both, and up to 500 
penalty units for a company. 

Can a video recorded without 
consent be used in Court? Generally, 
a video recorded without the person’s 
consent is not illegally recorded and 
can be used in Court if it is in a public 
place. Again, the express or implied 
consent rules apply. The admissibility 
of the video recording may, however, 
only have a limited purpose, such as :

To prove the identity of a person, or 
To prove the place or date where 

the footage or incident occurred. 
However, a video recording of 

something that has happened in a pub-
lic place does not require the person’s 
consent, unlike the audio recording. 

Any video recorded without the per-
son’s consent is not illegally recorded 
and can be used in Court. 

If you are wanting to use audio 
or video recording as evidence in a 
family law case, the Court must firstly 
determine whether the recordings 
have been illegally obtained. This will 
depend on all surrounding circum-
stances. 

The moral of the story is, videos can 
be used in a public place, but not the 
audio. If you wish to rely upon legally 
recorded evidence where the parties 
have consented, then the approval 
of the Court must be obtained. If the 
evidence is admitted into Court, then 
the Court has the discretion to decide 
the weight that is to be put on that 
evidence. 

There have been cases where 
Courts have allowed evidence by way 
of video, or audio, which was argued 
that the recording was reasonably nec-
essary to protect the lawful interests 
of the person making the recording. 
These could include:  
• Not to be intimidated or harassed.
• Not to be forced to respond to 

physical or sexual demands, and 
• To obtain evidence of family 

violence that takes place behind 
closed doors.

If you do wish to record a conver-
sation or a video, then it is strongly 
suggested you obtain legal advice as to 
the circumstances that may make that 
recording lawful, so it can be used in a 
positive way.

Given the invention of smart 
phones, and most people have a smart 
phone, there is the potential that every 
person has a tracking device in their 
pocket.

Paton Hooke
Taree.

Disclaimer: This information is 
made available for educational purposes, 
as well as to give you general informa-
tion and a general understanding of the 
law, not to provide specific legal advice. 
By reading this article, you understand 
that there is no attorney client relation-
ship between you and Paton Hooke Law-
yers & Conveyancing. This article should 
not be used as a substitute for competent 
legal advice from a licensed professional 
attorney.

Can a recorded 
conversation be used 

in court?
Have you ever wondered why when you ring a big organisation ranging from telcos to other service providers that they advise 
you they are recording the phone call for “training purposes”? They may be recording your phone call for training purposes but 
really, it is so that it becomes legal to record your phone call and may be used for other purposes after their training.
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For the best part of the past 
30 years, people in Aus-
tralia’s largest capital cities 

have been spending a large part 
of their waking hours talking 
about house prices. 

If they’re one of the eleven million 
or so Australians who own at least one 
property (usually the one that they 
live in) – and especially if they’re one 
of the two million who now own two 
or more properties – then they’ll have 
been thrilled by the fact that property 
prices have risen by more than 400% 
over that interval. That’s four times as 
fast as consumer prices, and twice as 
fast as average weekly earnings have 
risen over the past 30 years. 

Of course, if they haven’t been able 
to get their first foot on the property 
ownership ladder, they might have a 
different perspective.  And there are 
more of them than there used to be. 
At the last census in 2016, the home 
ownership rate among people aged 
between 25 and 34 had fallen to its 
lowest level since the census of 1947; 
while the home ownership rate among 
people aged between 35 and 44 had 
fallen to just one percentage point 
above where it had been at the census 
of 1954. Almost certainly, when the 
results of the census which we com-
pleted last month are published some 
time next year, the home ownership 
rates among these age groups will 
have fallen even further. Even among 
45 to 54 year-olds, the home owner-
ship rate is likely to be down to where 
it was at the 1961 census.

There might even be some sympa-
thy for the increased difficulties facing 
people in these age groups among 
their parents, especially those whose 
‘downsizing’ or ‘sea-changing’ plans 
might have been frustrated by the 
fact that that their 20- or 30-something 
children are still living with them.

Until recently, people living out-
side the capital cities wouldn’t have 
been nearly as obsessed with talking 
about property prices. Over the 29 
years to March last year, property 
prices in regional Australia had risen 
by ‘only’ 192%  - more than the gen-
eral price level, to be sure, but more 
or less in line with the increase in 
average earnings over that period.

But since then, property prices in 
regional Australia have been rising 
more rapidly than in the capital cities. 
Since March last year, they have 

risen by 23% across regional Australia 
as a whole, and by 27% in regional 
NSW, compared with 15% in the five 
largest capital cities. Again, this is 
good news if you already own one or 
more of those properties – but not so 
welcome if you don’t, but have been 
trying to do so.

 RENT RISES
Something similar has been hap-

pening with rents, too. Since March 
last year, rents have risen by more 
than 13% across regional Australia as 
a whole (and by just under 13% in 
regional NSW) – compared with just 
5% in the five largest capital cities.

Covid-19 has had a lot to do 
with this. People have been fleeing 
lockdown afflicted capital cities in 
favour of places where the risk of 
catching Covid-19 appears to be 
much smaller. The greater accep-
tance by employers of ‘working 
from home’ – and the greater 
enthusiasm for it among employ-
ees – has made it more feasible, as 
well as attractive, to live in regional 
cities or towns from which a daily 
commute wouldn’t be feasible. 

Attesting to this, almost 14,000 
more people moved to regional areas 
of New South Wales in the twelve 
months to March this year, than left. 
A similar movement is evident in 
regional Victoria.

While this represents a ‘vote of 

confidence’ in regional areas, on the 
part of a growing number of people 
who’ve decided to move to them 
from the capital cities (or who have 
decided to stay in regional areas 
rather than move to capital cities), it 
also creates a problem, at least in the 
short term. 

That’s because the increased de-
mand for housing which it represents 
is outstripping the available supply of 
housing in most regional areas. Over 
the past decade, only 26% of all new 

residential buildings approved by 
local governments across New South 
Wales were in regional areas, even 
though regional areas accounted for 
about 35% of New South Wales’ total 
population. That share has picked up 
to just over 30% in the past two years, 

but there is a large backlog of unmet 
housing demand to be overcome.

Many of the factors contributing 
to the rapid inflation of property 
prices are of national origin – in-
cluding record low interest rates, a 
renewed eagerness to lend on the 
part of banks, very large grants to 
first home buyers, and the assurance 
that the tax preferences enjoyed 
by property investors will continue 
no matter what the outcome of the 
next election.  There’s nothing that 

regional communities can do about 
any of those things – apart, perhaps, 
from supporting local candidates at 
state and federal elections who are 
prepared to question some of those 
policies and agitate for change.

The one thing that regional 
communities which are experiencing 
rapid house price inflation – to the 
detriment of those wanting to buy 
a home, or having to rent, in them 
– can do is to facilitate increases 
in the supply of housing commen-
surate with the growth in demand 
for housing. Which means, among 
other things, being pro-active about 
creating the infrastructure required 
to make new housing developments 
‘livable’ – and councils avoiding being 
unduly bureaucratic or obstructive 
in considering proposals for new 
residential buildings. 

So, over to you, local councils and 
community groups. 

Saul Eslake
Independent Economist 
 Saul Eslake | Economist (saul-es-

lake.com)

THE FAVOURITE TOPIC 
– HOUSE PRICES!

Is This The End of Farming?
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Here Trish reflects on 
how it began and all they have 
achieved  - beginning in a poor 
village in Laos.

Travelling in a small boat from 

the north-eastern border of Laos 
with VietNam down the Nam Ou 
river in 2010, we fetched up in 
Luang Prabang and whammo! felt 
immediately at home. So much so 

that our new life began that 
very first night. 

After finishing up our restor-
ative evening meal at a simple 
riverside restaurant we thanked 
the affable young man who had 
brought our meal and asked his 
name.

‘Chanthy’, he told us with 
a wide warm smile. ‘Chanthy 
Sisombuth. I study English at 
school during the day and work 
here in the evenings.’ 

Some things are meant to be.
On our post-dinner walk I said 

to Iain, ‘How about tomorrow I ask 
Chanthy if he would like me to help 
him with his English studies.’

Chanthy leapt at the offer. We ar-

ranged for him to come everyday at 
4pm for an hour to the guesthouse 
where we had made arrangements 
for long-stay accommodation. 

Time spent with Chanthy was 
alive with fun and laughter. 

A small request came a month 
or so later. Could we please assist 
him in changing language schools. 
We helped him write a letter of 
resignation from his present school 
and a request for a refund of fees 
for the remainder of the year. Iain 
went with him to present this at the 
school’s front office.

Following on from their grudg-
ing agreement we then helped him 
apply to attend classes at another, 
more highly regarded, language 
school, we then offered to pay along 
with those of his  younger sister, 
Bounlee, who’d come to train as 

a Primary School teacher. 
The fees were miniscule 
by comparison with what 
a comparable education 
would cost in Australia. 
He accepted with grace, 
a trait that was a teaching 
for myself. Pleasing too 
was how his grasp English 
progressed in leaps and 
bounds. 

Before returning to fam-
ily commitments in Austra-
lia we were invited to visit 
Chanthy’s family in their 

village, NaLin, a small settle-
ment of rice-growers a half 

day’s journey by public boat down 
the river followed by an arduous 
slog through sticky mud; a visit that 
changed our lives. 

No running water. No electricity. 
No medical care. Worst of all the 
track in and out deteriorated into an 
unnegotiable quagmire during the 
annual rainy season, cutting off ac-
cess to the outside world including 
healthcare and food markets.

We returned to Australia de-
termined to raise the $50,000 we 
estimated it would require to build a 
decent all weather road to and from 
the settlement. 

It took two years of demand-
ing hands-on fund-raising. The 

FOR THE LOVE 
OF LAOS

Former journalist and TV presenter on “Beyond 2000” Iain Finlay, and partner Trish Clark have   
“made a difference” in a new life  - in Laos.

The Road To Nalin village (2012 - Before)

The School at Phoujong (2014) Sole teacher, Kaojien

The Road To Nalin village (2013 - After)
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turning point coming when philan-
thropist/businessman Dick Smith 
donated $10,000. That road trans-
formed the lives of 300 villagers. 
It even raised the profile of the 
village to the extent the local 
government came on board with 
electricity and running water.

We returned to Laos to share in 
the pleasure of making the road a 
reality: sleeping on the floor of the 
Sisombuth family home squeezed 
in between hessian sacks of the 
family’s store of rice, beneath long 
strings of pungent garlic and show-
ering out back under a full moon 
which lit up the surrounding rice 
paddy.; Chanthy had blossomed into 
a confident young man so did all the 
negotiating and translation which at 
one point included asking on behalf 
of the village Headman what moti-
vated us and whether we had any 
plans to build a church. We assured 
we had no such plans, but did want 
to film the progress, having both 
working in television!  

Back in Australia we screened 
the 40-minute documentary Iain had 
made of the road-building which 
raised funds from a growing list of 
supporters. So we returned to Laos 
to put in a 14 kilometre road-saving 
culvert drain. 

It was during this process we 
stumbled across Phoujong a remote 
village further up the valley. Its Yao 
inhabitants had been relocated to 
this isolated spot by the govern-
ment and had a one-room shack 
in which a lone teacher struggled 
to educate thirty to forty students 
aged between four and thirteen.

Chanthy had put together a 
team of men who looked on as Iain 
marked out where a school could be 
sited and politely nodded as he un-
rolled the architectural plans a kind 
friend in our home valley had drawn 
up for us. So he  simply got on with 
the job, needing no input from us 
about how to build a sturdy two-
room school with, most important 
of all, a twin set of outdoor toilets. 

Chanthy’s serenely affable 

father, Khamchanh, slept un-
der a lean-to on site. He also 
caught fish from the nearby 
stream and cooked up a 
midday meal every day for 
everyone toiling in the heat. 

It was while working on 
this building I met a local 
woman who was sitting 
outside her simple hut, 
embroidering a masterpiece 
of exquisite colours in tiny 
cross-stitch. Her work was 
beyond exceptional and de-
manded a wider appreciation 
though how, I had no idea. 
The woman, Merynguyen 
Saechou, was the wife of the 
school teacher.

The opening of the school 
was a big event attended by 
two officials from the Austra-
lian Embassy in the capital, 
Vientiane.

It was a delight to witness 
the teacher grow in official 
stature to become a Principal 
and to be allotted two junior 
teachers to share the work.

Back home again we had 
another documentary about 
the building of the school. 
This one screened again at 
our local art-house cinema in 
coastal Kingscliff NSW, and  
Randwick TAFE in Sydney. 
Funds, though never easy 
to raise,  started to flow and 
I sent out an appeal email 
headline headlined Pigs Will 
Fly. But soon  enough dona-
tions arrived to establish of 
a series of small piggeries plus 
the purchase of two buffaloes 
shared as a breeding pair amongst 
the villagers of NaLin.

Once more Chanthy took on the 
management role and on our next 
stay we took the buffaloes for a 
riverside evening stroll.

We next found ourselves fund-
raising to build a 60-bed dormitory 
with attached cooking facilities 
and an ablution block for a Mid-
dle School at Koktum, a village in 

the same valley but closer to the 
Mekong River. This would provide 
weekly boarding for students, both 
girls as well as boys, from the far-
flung hamlets scattered through the 
area who would otherwise have no 
way of continuing their education 
and more likely than not would 
drop through the cracks to follow 
the path of their parents into subsis-
tence farming.

This was a bigger financial 
exercise  but a 
generous cou-
ple, Ross and 
Marianne Allan, 
from Mullum-
bimby, offered 
to donate half 
the $70,000 we 
estimated it 
would cost to 
turn the idea 
into bricks and 
mortar. 

Again Chan-
thy, now a mar-
ried man (what 
a wedding that 
was!) with his 
pregnant wife, 
Oan took on 

the Project Management. His father 
and father-in-law, Lar, slept on site 
and headed up a team of hard-work-
ing competent builders, carpenters, 
plumbers and painters, who tackled 
whatever job was required. 

Over a period of three months 
on land behind the already extant 
school, generously donated by a 
Koktum villager, they erected a 
safe haven which quickly filled 
with students who arrived on Mon-
days, planted and tended their own 
food garden, washed their own 
clothes and kept their own bunk-
bed sleeping places tidy and clean, 
leaving for their mountain homes 
on Friday to spend weekends work-
ing on their family farms.

Throughout the process the 
students remained at their studies 
while Chanthy, was everywhere at 
once, keeping an eye on the supply 
chain of cement, building blocks, 
roofing tin, timber, rainwater 
culverts and paint. Oan gave birth 
to their son who was given a small 
Aussie homage in the name Banjo.

The growing numbers of our 
donors and supporters needed to 
be kept electronically in the loop, 

New 68-bed school dormitory at Koktum Village (2017)

Textile Art School principal embroiderer Merynguyen Saochai (2020)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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1 tbsp butter, softened
3 eggs
1 ½ cups cream
1 ½ teaspoon salt (flaked)
½ teaspoon ground black pepper

¼ teaspoon nutmeg
 1.25kg Nicola potatoes peeled  
and thinly sliced 
3 cloves garlic, minced
225g Gruyere, grated

Serves 8

1. Preheat oven to 180C

2. Prepare 30x7x7.5 cm terrine mould by reasing with butter and lining 
with baking paper

3. Beat the eggs together, whisk in cream, salt, pepper and nutmeg.

4. Lay potatoes in overlapping rows to cover bottom of the dish til 
covered. Sprinkle with minced garlic and grated cheese. Repeat until 
layers are halfway up the side of the dish. Pour half the cream mix-
ture over the potatoes, alternately lifting up the layers with a fork then 
pressing down, to ensure that the cream gets between all the layers.

5. Repeat the layering the potatoes, garlic and cheese until its used up 
and reach the top of the dish. Pour rest of cream mixture over the 
potatoes, lifting and pressing them so there are no dry spots.

6. Cover the dish with aluminium foil and bake 1 hour.

7. Remove the foil and bake 15-20 minutes or until top is golden and 
potatoes in the centre are tender when pierced.

meaning computers and phones 
in our home office ran hot. Iain 
designed and printed bright Dona-
tion Certificates we posted out and 
the legalities of the fund and its 
bank account we had established 
required careful attention. There 
were newspaper articles to write, 
interviews to give but somehow I 
even managed two books, one on 
the Road another on the School 
and somewhere in there we 
squeezed in time with family and 
friends.

By now we were pretty much 
firing on all cylinders spending 
most of our time in Laos with in-
termittent trips home. Next came 
an idea to establish a Women’s 
Business School of Arts to teach 
the endangered crafts of weaving 
and embroidery to village farming 
women who had missed such an 
opportunity 

Within two weeks of returning 
to Australia Chanthy was on the 
phone telling us he had found a 
suitable shop-house for the School 
in the Provincial District Centre of 
Muang Nan. He sorted through a 
tidal wave of women applicants of 
various ages and ethnicities, found 
weaving and embroidery teach-
ers, and we asked Merynguyen to 
become Principal. The plan was 
to pay the teachers the equivalent 
of $10 a day and give the eight 
farming women students on the 
12-week course a bursary of $5 a 
day to cover their loss of income 
from being unable to work in their 
fields. 

Solid teak looms and spinning 
wheels were ordered. This was 
to be a multi-ethnic safe house 
for women, so bunks were made 
and installed on the upper level 
and equipment purchased for 
the kitchen. This had all been 
implemented by Chanthy before 
we returned to Laos in time for 
the opening, which this time was 
attended by no less 
than the Governor 
of the Province. Iain 
and a videographer 
friend shot yet an-
other documentary 
about the School 
including the weav-
ing villages of Laos’s 
northern provinces.

Beautiful Lao-
tian weavings and 
embroidery began 
arriving at our local 
post-office and a 
group of women in 
the Tweed Valley 
turned the weavings 

into home-wares, décor items and 
clothing which we sold on-line 
and at screenings. We met with 
Sydney’s Ultimo TAFE College of 
Fashion and Design and their stu-
dents  formed plans for a coterie 
of their final year students to base 
their presentations around the 
women’s work. There was much 
creative enthusiasm.

Then came Covid and Lao’s 
tourism industry, on which its 
economy depends, stopped in its 
tracks. 

The women needed to return to 
their villages to do what they have 
always done, care for their extend-
ed families while planting rice, 
fishing in the rivers and trapping 
small animals in the surrounding 
forests.

Our friend Chanthy whom we 
met when he was 19 and who was 
at that time so keen to embrace a 
larger life, will turn thirty this Oc-
tober. He, Oan and their two chil-
dren Banjo and Zara,  are holding 
on in their tiny home on the edge 
of Luang Prabang feeding them-
selves with what they can grow in 
their handkerchief-sized garden 
and sell in the morning market.

Oan is continuing to feed her 
almost two-year-old daughter 
Zara because this means one less 
mouth to feed from their garden 
but also because she hopes her 
breast milk will offer protection.

We often talk by WhatsApp, ex-
changing news and photographs.

And look forward to returning 
to what has become, a second 
home.

Trish Clark.
(if you wish to make a dona-

tion–)

The Road to NaLin Fund
Commonwealth Bank 
Murwillumbah
NSW 2484
Account Number 1029-7109
BSB: 062-580

FOR THE LOVE OF LAOS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Iain & Trish on the road. Lao 2012

Potato terrine 
with Gruyere 

and garlic
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This is a book of anecdotes by twen-
ty-five Australian foreign corre-
spondents posted to Beijing from 

1973-2020. It is edited by Trevor Wat-
son and Melissa Roberts both of whom 
served in Beijing from 1988-90.

The book is a fascinating account of life in 
China, from the time the capital was known 
as Peking to Beijing today. The accounts 
detail the problem of gaining information 
and reporting from a closed and secretive 
society, just prior to and during the Cultural 
Revolution, the gradual easing of restrictions 
and increase in China’s wealth, Deng and the 
awfulness of Tiananmen Square, to the rise 
of Xi Jinping and the recent closure of Austra-
lian bureaus.

What stands out is the strength of charac-
ter of these Australian journalists posted to 
China and their ability in adapting to difficult 
living conditions and enterprise in overcom-
ing petty restrictions and aggressive police, to 
obtain and file stories. Many were risk takers 
and their courage and enterprise paid off in 
the depth and quality of their reports.

I can empathise with their accounts. As an 
Australian diplomat posted to hardship posts 
I had a lot to do with foreign correspondents, 
Australian and others. In a hardship post our 
jobs were similar because of the difficulty in 
obtaining information. We helped each other 
and we traded facts and understandings.

Some of the accounts are personnel with 
correspondents tracing distant or lost fam-

ily connections, others are hard edged and 
packed with information about China, the 
economy, human rights, culture and most 
importantly politics and people. They also 
provide fascinating insights into their profes-
sion, their problem solving and their person. 

All make a unique contribution to the 
book. Some were house hold names and just 
seeing their name in print brought back mem-
ories for me. Good memories. Trevor Watson, 
Kate Wall, Richard McGregor, Yvonne Pres-
ton, Hamish McDonald, Paul Raffaele and the 
wonderfully scruffy Stephen McDonell.

The stories of the contributing journalists 
to this book made me proud to be an Austra-
lian. All of them have served their public and 
Australia well. Such talent. 

Melissa Roberts has two pieces at the end 
of the book on George Morrison and George 
Johnston, both excellent.

With the declining state of the Main 
Stream Media one wonders where to from 
here? Do these journalists and foreign cor-
respondents represent the end of an era? I 
hope not. Sue-Lin Wong is still working out of 
Hong Kong, good luck to her. There are very 
few Australian foreign correspondents now 
working in the region.

I thoroughly recommend this book. I 
could not put it down.

Bruce Haigh is a retired Diplomat and 
political commentator.

I’m a fan of Annie Smithers as I listen to her cooking along with Jona-
than Green on “Blueprint for Living” on ABC Radio National Saturday 
mornings.

Her book spans 30 years of cooking, gardening, growing across country Victoria. 
And if one can’t dine at her restaurant, Du Fermier, then reading her book is the next 
best thing.  

Part memoir, it moves from her frenetic restaurant trailblazing career, pioneering 
the paddock to plate concept to practical advice on how to live more sustainably and 
indeed, gently, from earth to empty plate. Her story highlights her highs and lows to 
treading softly, growing sustainably, caring for plant, animal, land and water.

The warm smell of cooking in a country kitchen wafts from the pages. You want to 
eat and try everything she talks about. She also sounds great company.

I’ve chosen one of my faves from her book here. . . 

The Beijing Bureau

Recipe for 
a Kinder 
Life Annie Smithers 

Thames & Hudson   Rrp $32.99

Hardie Grant Books Rrp $32.99
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Michael 
Brooks 
holds a 

PhD in Quantum 
Physics (Univer-
sity of Sussex).  
He is a journal-
ist, broadcaster, 
public speaker 
and author. The 
Art of More is 
a broad history 
of mathematics, 
starting from 
the start in the 
Fertile Crescent 
through to our 
modern digital 
age. 

“Humans are 
born only with 
what is now known 
as an ‘approximate 
number sense’…
Our natural count-
ing system is ‘1, 
2, 3, more’…Once 
our brains are 
schooled in the 
art of ‘more’, they 
become able to 
cope with complicated abstractions.”  
From geometry and algebra to 
calculus, the abstractions becoming 
increasingly complicated and chal-
lenging.  Brooks notes we don’t have 
the same facility with maths as our 
forebears, now with the electronic 
convenience of pushing a button for 
an instant answer.  “I can’t help feel-
ing that, in some ways, we might be 
the poorer for it.  Some researchers 
argue, for instance, that our discon-
nection from geometry stymies our 
creativity.”  “Without technological 
assistance…we find ourselves able 
to reliably add and subtract only 
relatively small numbers, and maybe 
to multiply and divide a little…We 
might even become ‘maths-phobic’, 
actively avoiding an encounter with 

numbers.”  Brooks hopes his book 
will reverse this perception, as “…al-
most every aspect of our existence is 
built on mathematical foundations.”   

There follows a very long list of 
clever bastards and their accom-
plishments.  Under the sub-heading 
“The Tortured Minds of Calculus”, 
the author writes “You might, at this 
point, be asking yourself what kind 
of person can come up with all this.  
The answer is:  not people you’d 
want to knock around with, for the 
most part.”  Definitely not peo-
ple-persons, some bristly, secretive 
and cantankerous loners, and often 
nerds like (“in the best possible 
sense”) “the unsung hero” John Parr 
Snyder who devised (1976) the sys-
tem for every sort of digital mapping 
in use today “applying 82 equations 

to each of the data points”…creating 
a Mercator projection …from a mov-
ing vantage point…with only min-
imal distortion of the area directly 
below the satellite…

We can’t even begin to contem-
plate how it works here, but it is in-
triguing to note that Snyder’s paper 
... nvolves a complex array of sines, 
cosines and tangents.  Thousands 
of years after we first discovered its 
properties, we are still harnessing 
the power of the triangle.”  

“Our earliest evidence of com-
mercial accounting …around 4,000 
years ago, when Mesopotamian 
traders began making records of 
agreements to sell sheep.  Each 
agreement was represented by a 
clay ball” and a quantity of balls 
could be baked and sealed inside 
a hollow container, marking the 
number of them in it as a record.  
This was then simplified by mark-
ing clay tablets and baking them.  
King Shulgi of Ur in southwest Iran 
(2074 B.C.) founded “what scholars 
have termed the ‘first mathematical 
state’”.  King Shulgi, not surprising-
ly, declared himself a divinity and his 
subjects worshipped him, praising 
his mathematical ability.  Unfortu-
nately, Brooks doesn’t provide us 
the King’s formula for his metamor-
phosis, but “Within a generation, 
mathematics became the highest art 
in the land, an essential component 
of a scribe’s training.  By the turn 
of the second millennium B.C., a 
fully qualified scribe would be able 
to read and write in Sumerian and 
Babylonian, and know about music 
and mathematics…the mathematics 
in question was not the utilitarian 
number-wrangling of accountants, 
but the manipulation of numbers to 
do extremely difficult—and osten-
sibly useless—calculation.” It was 
maths for the sake of maths.  

Brooks argues that mathematics 
“first found its place in the… human-
ities”, on the basis that “an educated 
scribe” required “mathematical 
prowess” to satisfy the criteria for 
“nam-lu-ulu”, Sumerian for ‘the con-
dition of being human’.”  The many 
thousands of clay tablets unearthed 
reveal a knowledge of “fractions 
and algebra, and geometric tools 
such as an approximate value for pi 
and the square root of 2.” Brooks 
states “when what we call civilization 
began, numbers lay at the heart of 
society.”  

Brooks might have mentioned 
Gobekli Tepe, in south eastern Ana-
tolia, dating from 9,500 to 8,000 B.C. 

(the world’s oldest known mega-
liths), the early dates confounding 
our previous understanding of 
human history and “civilization”.   
Prior to the development of agricul-
ture, mathematics had already been 
architecturally employed by these 
hunter-gatherers:  three round struc-
tures (the largest being 20 metres 
in diameter) were positioned on the 
geometry of an equilateral triangle.   

Brooks notes that oral cultures 
are “under-represented” in his 
discussion, citing the West African 
Akan.  The Akan “operated a so-
phisticated mathematical system for 
weighing gold used in trade…one 
for Arab and Portuguese and anoth-
er for Dutch and English measures.  
“No wonder, then, that the captains 
of slave-trading ships who made 
bargains with African slave-dealers, 
described them as ‘sharp arithmeti-
cians’”.  The procurers and sellers of 
slaves were Africans turning a profit 
on their fellows.  Some researchers 
suggested the Akan’s system was 
“so breathtakingly complex that it 
should be given UNESCO World 
Heritage status”:  the dealers trans-
act the sale by reducing “them (the 
slaves) immediately by the head into 
bars, coppers, ounces, according 
to the medium of exchange that 
prevails in the part of the country in 
which he resides, and immediately 
strikes the balance.”  

The Incas, as another example, 
hadn’t a written language either, 
but recorded data and accounts on 
“knotted strings called quipus.  Ev-
ery town had a ‘keeper of the knots’ 
who was appointed by the king and 
acted as a government statistician…” 
Brooks gives us a broad history, but 
with a necessarily restricted focus, 
but maybe the maths behind the 
knotting is more important than 
standard histories value.  As an 
example, measured from Kim Mac-
Quarrie’s wider, perspective, math-
ematics presents as ancillary, rather 
than central, to the Inca theocracy 
of Sun-kings, so abruptly brought to 
end by smallpox, influenza, typhus 
and that small band of ruthless con-
quistadores:

The Inca empire straddled the 
Andes, a mountain chain formed by 
the continuing collision of a giant 
tectonic plate called the Nazca plate 
that slowly smashed into the South 
American plate, whose western 
edge also forms the western edge 
of South America. The Incas thus 
built their empire within the Pacif-
ic’s “ring of fire” where volcanoes 

The Art of More
How Mathematics Created Civilization

Michael Brooks
Scribe  Rrp $32.99

There ain’t half been some clever bastards
Probably got help from their mum

(who had help from her mum)
There ain’t half been some clever bastards

Now that we’ve had some
Let’s hope that there’s lots more to come

Ian Dury
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periodically erupt. Because of the 
colliding plates, violent earthquakes 
are common, destroying cities and 
towns. In addition, the empire was 
beset by the climatic havoc wreaked 
by El Niños every seven years, re-
sulting in savage floods that disrupt-
ed food supplies.

The Incas did their best to fathom 
what, at the time, was unfathomable 
– the violent, unpredictable catastro-
phes of nature which, in some cases, 
had ended cultures that preceded 
them. To their credit, the Incas did 
their best to ensure the survival of 
their people and empire by paying 
close attention to nature and doing 
their best to use every means at 
their disposal, including human sac-
rifice, to gain control over it…Like 
other agriculturally based empires, 
Inca rule was built on reciprocity 
between the Inca elite and peasants, 
who were expected to pay taxes in 
the form of goods and labour; in 
return, the state was expected to 
provide the empire’s citizens with 
security, laws and administration and 
also with emergency relief in times 
of famine or natural catastrophe.

The Incas constructed huge 
storehouses filled with foods and 
goods. If one area of the empire 
suffered drought or some other 
form of calamity, the Incas withdrew 
food and supplies from the store-
houses and replaced them when 
local production increased again. 
If another area was attacked by 
marauding tribes, Inca armies soon 
arrived to repel the attackers and 
restore order. Through their labour 
tax, a succession of Inca rulers built 
new cities, constructed networks 
of roads, marshalled vast armies, 
erected and filled storehouses, and 
enlarged their empire.

Brook’s prefaces his book with 
a note:  “All are welcome here, 
whether you love mathematics, have 
always hated it, or just wish you un-
derstood it better...there are bits of 
actual maths in here:  some graphs, 
equations, and calculations that I’ll 
walk you through gently.  But if any 
of it bothers you, and you don’t feel 
like being bothered, just skip that 
bit.  Life’s too short already.”  

In truth, there is a lot of math in 
the book.  Whether or not the read-
er fully grasps the math examples 
provided by the author, he/she will 
come away with a better under-
standing that mathematics is not the 
tyrannical and mechanical subject 
some of us were taught (where the 
answer is either right or wrong), but 
a fluidly creative, expansive mental 
exercise.  

The author’s references to nature 
are generated from the standpoint of 
quantum physics, instead of a stan-
dard ecological framework; “imagi-
nary numbers had to be discovered 
because they are an essential part of 
the description of nature”.  “Nature, 
it seems, is written in sets of num-

bers, but not infinitely many of them.  
Mathematicians have proved that, 
with the octonions (from the famous 
epiphany of Irish mathematician Wil-
liam Rowan Hamilton while strolling 
with his wife along Dublin’s Royal 
Canal 16 October 1843 and then fur-
ther collaboration with fellow John 
Graves) we now have the full set of 
possible systems with which humans 
can perform the unreasonably effec-
tive work of describing the universe 
in numbers.”  

 Brooks only briefly discusses 
“…the environmental crisis—cat-
astrophic climate change, unprec-
edented extinction rates, acceler-
ating deforestation, and severely 
reduced soil fertility (among other 
concerns)—also has its roots in 
double-entry bookkeeping.  Our 
obsession with the power of num-
bers has led us to value only what 
we can write down as figures on a 
spreadsheet.  We thus reduce the 
economy of nations to a single, 
arbitrarily defined number—the 
gross domestic product—which, 
according to orthodox economists…
must be maximised at all costs.  
Meanwhile, we operate the global 
economy through the institutions 
ruled by numbers:  the banks, which 
operate with near-impunity as they 
control the fortunes of entire nation 
states.  But at the same time we fail 
to account for the value of our soils, 
our forests, our wildlife—especially 
the insects—and transnational assets 
such as the polar ice-caps.  It is, 
some have suggested, an algorithm 
for environmental collapse.”  

INFLUENCE OF LOGARITHMS
Brooks notes that “Logarithms 

could plausibly be cited as the single 
most influential invention in modern 
history”, owing their “existence” to 
Edinburgh-born John Napier, raised 
in sectarian violence and “a commit-
ted Protestant…consumed by hatred 
for Catholics”.  “When transferred 
onto a set of wooden sticks known as 
a slide rule, logarithms powered cen-
turies of science and engineering.  
The slide rule facilitated the Enlight-
enment, the Industrial Revolution, 
the nuclear age and the space race.”  

The author broaches the human 
inability to fathom the term “expo-
nential” despite it being so common-
ly used in our vocabulary.  He cites 
a lecture given “thousands of times” 
by “the American physicist Allan 
Albert Bartlett” who began his talk 
with “The greatest shortcoming of 
the human race is our inability to 
understand the exponential func-
tion”.  This mental inadequacy is 
known as exponential-growth-bias 
(EGB).  “When we’re told things are 
growing exponentially…we vastly 
underestimate the growth.  That’s 
because our brains shy away from 
extremes, normalising the growth in 
our imagination to make it more or 
less linear.”  “This, Bartlett said, is 

the tragic story of our understanding 
of exponentials, whether it’s applied 
to outbreaks of disease or the un-
sustainable growth of human popula-
tions.”  

THE WONDERFUL PROF SHANNON
Brooks considers Claude Elwood 

Shannon’s Information Theory “the 
culmination of tens of thousands of 
years of human insight, invention, 
and ingenuity; the pinnacle of the 
art of more.” Fellow MIT Professor 
emeritus Rolbert G. Gallagher stated 
“No-one had come close to this idea 
before: the information content of 
a message consists simply of the 
number of 1s and 0s it takes to trans-
mit it.”  This revolutionary concept 
was taken up by communication 
engineers who went on to develop 
the seemingly magical technology 
of our information age. Professor 
Shannon’s concept of “channel 
capacity” led to communication lines 
measured in bits per second, also 
enabling the use of bits for storing 
pictures, voice streams and other 
data on computers.  

Unlike Newton and Descartes 
(“less than enticing characters”), 
mathematical geniuses aren’t “al-
ways disagreeable”.  Although 
preoccupied with a “head full of 
thoughts” and therefore “some-
times...difficult to engage”, Shannon, 
a distant relative of Thomas Edison, 
was also a likeable larrikin.  As a 

child he fancied himself a circus per-
former, learning first how to juggle, 
then do so while riding a unicycle, 
and then doing this on a steel cable.  
At Bell Laboratories, Shannon was 
renowned for riding down the halls 
while juggling three balls on his 
unicycle.  He constructed styrofoam 
shoes so he could walk across water, 
and  “developed a juggling machine, 
rocket-powered Frisbees, moto-
rised Pogo sticks, a mind-reading 
machine, a mechanical mouse that 
could navigate a maze and a device 
that could solve the Rubik’s Cube 
puzzle. He invented a “Useless Ma-
chine”, which turned itself off every 
time it was turned on. “The science 
fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke found 
it disturbing. ‘There is something 
unspeakably sinister about a ma-
chine that does nothing—absolutely 
nothing—except switch itself off’, 
he said.”  It is a fitting symbol of a 
self-exterminating species.  

Shannon invented the first wear-
able computer, about the size of a cig-
arette packet, to “analyse the speed 
and trajectory of a ball on a roulette 
wheel”. In the summer of 1961, 
Shannon and his graduate student, 
Edward Thorpe (the co-developer), 
visited Las Vegas to give it a go, with 
their wives “on the lookout”. The de-
vice worked well and they planned to 

The irrepressible Prof. Claude Shannon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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The general public (as a 
rule) and the governing 
bodies (in general) take a 

dim view of that kind of thing.
I did mention several years ago I’d 

contacted The Galahs  coach (that’s 
the Australian men’s cricket team, for 
those of you who haven’t been paying 
attention) with the suggestion of geld-
ing a few of the players.  I hadn’t tried 
it with any teams I’d coached but I 
was told it works with racehorses 
because it takes a stallion’s mind off 
the mares.  I’d even suggested that 
if he only walked through the dress-
ing room with a bottle of metho and 
a couple of rusty razor blades that 
might be enough.  Of course, if he 
stopped occasionally in front a player 
he thought was being a bit slack and 
then clearly showed him the imple-
ments, that would more than likely 
guarantee a little more effort. I’d like 
to think he took my advice because 
the team went on to be world-beat-
ers!  Of late however, it appears the 
current coach has decided to use fit-
ness and psychology and look where 
that’s got him!  He’s got a bunch of 
nancy’s , that’s what he’s got.  

They’d better lift their game coz 
The Poms are on their way and 
there’s no way we’ll forget of forgive 
if The Galahs  go down to them this 

time around.  The Poms  have just 
lost (although “lost” isn’t a strong 
enough word for what they did) a 
series against the Indians so we’d 
better win or I’ll get the metho and 
the rusties and cut a swathe (no pun 
intended) though the team AND the 
coach!

By the time you read this, the AFL 
Grand Final will have been run and 
won.  Because of the level of COVID 
infections in Melbourne the match 
will again be played away:  this year 
in Perth.  That’s two years in a row 
and the good folk in Victoria are not 
liking it!  I’m told that in Melbourne 
now-a-days if you really, really want 
abuse somebody, you call them a 
Dan after Dan The Man, the Victori-
an Premier! 

And who’ll win it?  Well, it’s going 
to be two Melbourne teams but if I 
had to put a dollar on it (and that’s a 
BIG bet for me) I’d back  The De-
mons.  Up north (yes, way up north 
in Queensland, because that’s where 
all the ARL teams in the finals are 
staying) there are still some games 
to go but  The Storm  have been well 
coached all year and I expect they’ll 
take the lollies.

Now, I want you to sit quietly and 
think back.  Several months ago I 
told you there was a changing of the 

guard in the world of tennis.  I said 
if I were Serena Williams’ coach I’d 
suggest (I don’t think anybody tells 
Serena anything) that she retire with 
grace, have another baby, set up a 
tennis coaching clinic and enjoy the 
rest of her life (with her husband 
and children) without all the hassles 
of continuous training and travel.  I 
said the young, fit and hungry next 
generation of players were coming 
through.  I have to admit I hadn’t 
seen just how young they’d be 
though! 

The two players in the US Open 
Final last week were both teenag-
ers:  a British girl Emma Raducanu 
and a Canadian girl Leylah Annie 
Ferandez.  Emma (who won the title) 
was so not confident of her passage 
through the Open draw, she had a 
seat booked on flight back to the 
UK somewhere around the fourth 
round.  One assumes she had to keep 
ringing the airline to postpone the 
travel on a daily basis!  What a prob-
lem to have.  

Meanwhile, over in the men’s 
draw, Novak Djokovic seemed to be 
marching relentlessly on.  He’d won 
three majors and the Olympic Gold 
Medal in Tokyo this calendar year 
so he was set to pull off the very rare 
Golden Grand Slam!  Our Rod Laver 

was the last man to win a Grand Slam 
(tennis wasn’t re-introduced to the 
Olympics until long after he’d hung 
up his racquet) and he did it twice 
in 1962 and 1969.  But Novak came 
up against a fired up Daniil Medve-
dev and not only did the dream of a 
Golden Grand Slam dissolve in front 
of him but his frustration saw the 
demise of a couple of tennis racquets 
that had done nothing but deliver 
what Novak had requested of them.

But all is not lost, baseball is still 
being played in the US and The Child 
Bride has recorded a number of 
games.  In truth she’s pressed some-
thing on the remote and the machine 
has so far recorded 15 games!  Not 
only that, but American football’s 
started again.  I’m set to watch sport 
until February next year at least!

And speaking of The Child Bride, 
she wants to travel when the bans 
are lifted.  So she bought a map of 
the world, stuck it on the fridge, gave 
me a dart and said throw it and that’s 
where we’re going.  Just my luck, it 
looks like we’re spending two weeks 
behind the fridge! 
 
Talk at you next month, 
 
The Hillside Critic

Real Kultcha
Well sports fans, it’s whip crackin’ time!  Yep, it’s that time of the year when the AFL and ARL grand finals take place 
and you can bet there are several coaches who are doing their heads in, trying to come up with a way/any way of 
urging their teams on to greater things without actually flogging them with a whip!  

During the last flood 
June Farrawell’s 
home in Wingham 

was devastated by floodwa-
ters.  She lost everything 
in the house especially her 
precious, practical and sen-
timental possessions.

Among her losses was a 
collection of your Editors’ 
books. With time on her hands 
before picking up the pieces to 
start over, she wanted to read 
her favourite novels which, 
she says, always take her to 
somewhere else in Australia.

Local friend Ricky Gilfillan 
whom June has known since 
he was a little kid, popped in 
to see me and asked if I could 
replace some of the books, 
which I was happy to do and 
signed for June.

June has been existing with 
a few bits of secondhand furni-
ture and household items. But 
she says compared to many 
she still has a roof over her 
head so she’s lucky.

Now June has told me she 
found an old bookcase which 
she’s had varnished and the 

top shelf has my books in it so 
“it feels like home.”

I am very touched. Happy 
(re)reading June!

DM

SOMETIMES IT’S 
BOOKS THAT MAKE 
IT A HOME! 
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Judith White born 
in England has 
worked as an edi-

tor, journalist and arts 
manager. She has de-
grees Oxford Univer-
sity n modern history 
And Latin American 
studies. She movedto 
Australia in 1986 and 
worked as reviews ed-
itor at theSun-Herald 
and was for 10 years 
Executive Director of 
the Art Gallery Society 
of NSW. She blogs on 
cultureheist.com.au

Judith White’s mem-
oir is about growing up 
in the North of England, 
home of the Industri-
al Revolution, when it 
still ran on coal. It’s the 
story of the remarkable 
people she comes from. 
They’re all here: work-

ing-class grandparents 
who struggled, with 
grim Northern humour, 
through two world wars 
and the Depression. A 
great-aunt who became 
housekeeper to royalty. 
A mother who clawed 
her way out of poverty 
to Oxford and a new life, 
only to have it snatched 
from her by war. A hero 
of the French Resistance. 
An uncle who survived 
the Thai-Burma rail-
way, another who came 
home an alcoholic. An 
aunt who travelled the 
world on oil tankers. A 
father committed to the 
Manchester traditions of 
science and civil rights.

Children of Coal is 
also the story of White’s 
life in left-wing poli-
tics: of skirmishes with 

British intelligence, and 
the class warfare that 
came to a head when the 
Thatcher government 
set out to crush the coal 
miners’ union. After that 
she came away to Aus-
tralia, and learned from 
First Nations peoples, 
writers and artists, what 
a university education 
had never taught her 
about the devastating 
impact of colonialism. 
And she came to under-
stand the pain inflicted 
on lives on both sides of 
the world by an empire 
built on coal, and why we 
need the full truth about 
our shared history.

Historian Humphrey 
McQueen writes: “Start-
ed at 6 o’clock and only 
put it down at 8 to put 
the potatoes on. Totally 
engaged in the extended 
families, their struggles 
and humour. Can’t wait 
to get back to it.”

Children of Coal: 
A Migrant’s Story
Judith White 
Available in paperback, RRP $25. e-book, RRP $8.99. Order from your local book-
shop or from Booktopia or Amazon.

return after growing their hair longer 
to better conceal the earpiece, but 
never did so, we are informed.  Shan-
non continued to invest in start-up 
companies from people he knew and 
respected and some of these went on 
to become major corporations, like HP, 
Teledyne and Motorola.  As his wealth 
increased, he slowly disappeared from 
“public view” but his popularity never 
diminished.  He appeared, age 69, 
at The International Symposium on 
Information Theory in Brighton, 1985, 
where someone recognised him and 
passed the word around.  Strong-armed 
to the podium during the evening 
dinner to make a speech, and worried 
about saying something boring, Shan-
non “produced some juggling balls 
and turned his speech into a cabaret 
performance.  The night ended with 
physicists, who generally have no inter-
est in celebrities, joining a long cue to 
get Shannon’s autograph.” Tragically, 
this wonderful, eccentric genius died in 
a nursing home after a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s, 24th February 2001, age 84.

Brooks informs us “There seems 
to be no area of life that can’t benefit 
from Shannon’s insights.  It has taught 
us the secrets of the solar system and 
how to enjoy worry-free online shop-
ping.  It brings movies on demand 
and (hopefully) the final theory of 
physics.  It ties together the internet 
and the I-Ching.  Whether we consider 
war-winning computers, data-load-
ed mobile phone signals or songs 
streamed and beamed through the 
air and into our ears, our world would 
be unrecognisable without Shannon’s 
contribution to mathematics.”  I’d 
never heard of MIT Professor Claude 
Shannon before I read Brook’s book, a 
most compelling reason to read it.   

There were, in fact, a host of other 
clever bastards I’d never heard about 
before.  Yes, let’s hope there’s lots 
more to come…

As the author concludes, brushing 
aside concerns of dehumanisation, de-
tachment from reality, and devolution:

“We saw how the properties of 
triangles and circles would bring 
hitherto impossible calculations 
to heel, and used the resulting 
tools to engineer our way into the 
twentieth century.  We understood 
that abstract ideas like information 
and imaginary numbers were the 
key to unlocking atomic, electri-
cal, and electronic power; you are 
living through the marvel-filled 
consequences of that.  Mathemat-
ics has shaped the very experience 
of what it means to be human, and 
left its mark on all of us—we just 
didn’t see it until now.  So while 
we may never agree whether we 
discovered mathematics or created 
it, perhaps we can now all agree 
on something:  that mathematics 
created us.”

Dr John Stockard OAM
Wingham NSW.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Judith White’s mother Joan, a central character in the book, 
 pictured in 1938.
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Valerie Taylor calls herself an 
“old time diver”. She wrote 
this in 1972.

She is still a vibrant coura-
geous famous friend, heading off 
to America where a film is being 
made of her life with her late part-
ner the underwater cinematogra-
pher, Ron Taylor.

Just over 289 nautical miles off the 
Queensland coast a great sea mount 
rises from the depths of the Pacific. 
The submerged mountain has no name 
but the frilly ribbons of coral that fes-
toon its peaks do; They are called Kenn 
Reefs. The bones of lost sailing ships 
litter the reef flats. A treasure in relics 
lie half buried in the shallow lagoons. 
Enormous coral bommies (coral 
growths) rise vertically one hundred 
feet to ruffle the surface and shatter 
the peaceful ocean swells into curtains 
of white stinging spray. 

Un-named corals vie for growing 
space on these reef drop offs, and 
rare shells dazzle with their prolific 
splendour. A sea captains nightmare, 
Kenn is an underwater photographers 
paradise. 

It was Ron’s third trip to Kenn but 
my first. We, along with seventeen oth-
er divers had charted the luxury tourist 
cruiser “MV CORALITA”.  The Co-
ralita had been built by Captain Wally 
Muller mainly as a pleasure cruiser but 
was also equipped with the necessary 
gear for diving and snorkelling.

Bad weather had held us several 
days, trapped off  the Saumarez reefs. 
There was a fishing boat also anchored 
in the lee of Saumarez. Her crew were 
busily removing the big bronze pro-
pellor from the wreck of the Francis 
Preston Blair, the American liberty ship 
which was torpedoed during the battle 
of the Coral Sea and stands high and 
dry on the exposed reef flat.

Rumour has it that to stop her 
sinking and to save his crew from 
drowning the captain drove his vessel 
high onto the reef after receiving two 
torpedoes during the battle, a battle 
that saved Australia from invasion and 
turned the tide of the war away from 
our coast.

Whether the story is true or not 
I do not know but the huge ship is 
certainly there. A grim reminder of 
one mans madness and a world at 
war, she stands alone and forgotten 

on a mountain top in the middle of the 
Coral Sea. 

Saumarez was interesting and the 
diving good, but we were impatient to 
reach Kenn. Finally the wind dropped 
and we awoke the following morn-
ing anchored near one of the four 
sand cays that dot the 40 kilometres 
of Kenn reef. Kenn was something 
rare in the diving world. Except for 
one small area it was virgin territory. 
We were to be the first underwater 
intruders. 

Ron was as usual after sharks. 
They appeared as soon as the an-
chor dropped, but after a short time, 
curiosity satisfied, they disappeared. 
It certainly looked promising though. 
The quick darting whalers and their 
more placid cousins, the white tip reef 
sharks were what Ron was most inter-
ested in. The tide was out. I longed to 
go fossicking amongst the wreckage 
on the exposed reef flats so seeing my 
excitement Ron ran me over to the dry 
reef in our aluminium dingy. 

Huge anchors lay like so many 
tomb stones marking the graves of 
several luckless sailing ships. The 
rusting ribs of a more modern vessel 
stood forbidding and ugly against the 
pounding surf on the weather side. 
Ron left me and several companions 
picking amongst the wreckage, while 
he returned to load his movie camera. 
Polished by the pounding surf, brass 
and copper fittings glistened from the 
encrusting coral. We had bought noth-
ing to chip them out with and could 
only pluck fruitlessly at the worn 

shiny shapes. 
All of us found shells. Some of 

them new to Australia, so our reef 
walk wasn’t entirely wasted. The tide 
began to flow and our coral platform 
became submerged. Ron motored 
over in our tinny and picked us up. 

After an excellent breakfast we 
went for our first dive. Fish were large 
but not prolific. Small sharks were 
everywhere. No sooner had I speared 
a fish than it was torn apart by the 
frenzied marauders. With so many 
hungry sharks around no wonder fish 
were scarce. 

Next to the crystal clear water 
the marine growths were what really 
fascinated me. I was eager to dive with 
my Nikons, using the extension tubes 
Ron had made for it. Immense caves 
stared blackly from the sheer coral 
walls. Some must have been at least 20 
meters high and over 35 meters deep. 
Narrow gutters split the vertical cliffs 
into an exciting maze of canyons and 
grottoes. Brilliant green algae coated 
the shaded walls, a contrast to the 
delicate corals flourishing in the weak 

sunshine. 
My husband seemed to have 

forgotten me. He was busy filming 
two sea snakes apparently making 
love. I climbed into the dingy after my 
camera and had almost succeeded 
in escaping when Ron surfaced and 
shattered all my lovely plans. 

The camera went back into its 
bucket and instead of taking photo-
graphs I returned to spearing fish. I 
was using a new gun given to me by 
Dick Oakes, one of the divers on the 
trip. Dick had said it was a little beauty 
and he certainly was not exaggerating. 

The spearhead 
seemed to contain 
a special radar for 
tracking down and 
piercing fish. I was 
rather pleased with 
my new toy. I was 
also pleased to dis-
cover I could still 
free dive as well as 
ever. Dave Ross, 
one of the other 
divers was with us. 
In spite of his youth 
Dave was a really 
experienced diver. 

The more 
fish we speared 

the more sharks we attracted. Ron 
seemed to have his own private 
feeding frenzy going on right in 
front of the camera. None of us were 
using S.C.U.B.A. lest it intimidate the 
sharks. Ron’s years as a spearfishing 
champion helped him to control his 
big 400 foot load Camaflex camera in 
its Perspex housing, without using 
breathing apparatus. In sixty feet of 
water this is quite a difficult feat. 

David speared a small six foot 
Whaler. To our amazement it started, 
during its death throes to give birth. 
Two baby sharks were born and 
swam briskly away. A third became 
trapped in the vaginal passage and 
could only struggle helplessly. David 
swam down and cut the soft white 
belly open freeing the half born shark. 
Seven more baby sharks squirmed 
helplessly inside the semi transparent 
oviduct sacs. David started releasing 
them from their dead mother. One 
after the other they wriggled out; per-
fectly formed miniature man biters. 
One even turned around and seemed 

JOURNEY INTO 
THE CORAL SEA...

 . . . to a marine world that has been changed by the intrusion of man.

Valerie in a safety suit
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to savage the fatty tissue oozing from 
the world it had left by returning to 
the security of its mother’s womb. 

I caught one in my hands. It tried 
to bite me wriggling this way and 
that. Ron filmed on. Another larger 
whaler darted in and savaged the dead 
female. Her empty belly oozed blood 
and offal into the clear warm water. 
The scene seemed very wrong. How 
cruel is the sea and its inhabitants. 
Only man himself can eclipse such 
savagery. At least the whaler used the 
dead fish for food. The female had 
been killed for sport and the fun of 
watching her die.

A Queensland Grouper around 150 
kilos had been observing the action 
from under a shadowy ledge. Unable 
to contain his curiosity the big fish 
darted out amongst the dead sharks, 
rolling his pop eyes in amazement. 
Later we saw him with what was obvi-
ously our female dead shark jammed 
crookedly in his stomach, pulling his 
normally rotund middle into a very 
strange shape indeed. I would have 
loved to see him swallowing the shark. 

Two days later we did see the same 
grouper swallow a grouper around 6 ki-
los in weight. It was rather funny actual-
ly. David had speared the large fish for 
shark burley (chum). The big grouper 
with his usual cortege of cleaner fish 
and remoras emerged onto the scene. 
Ron signalled me to feed the grouper a 
fish fillet I was carrying. I swam down 
and waved the fillet enticingly at the 
grouper who ignored me completely. 
He ignored Ron too, but seemed quite 
fascinated by David floating on the 
surface. In fact he practically stood 
on his tail trying to get a better look. 
After several minutes of this David 
finally realised the grouper wanted 
the dead grouper. No measly fish fillet 
for him. He wanted something much 
bigger. It spiralled slowly down to the 
sand. Ron positioned himself and the 
camera. With great dignity the grou-
per approached the carcass, almost 
as though he really wasn’t interested. 
Casually he nuzzled it for a moment 
then seemed to become rather shy for 
he looked away, his thoughts appar-
ently elsewhere. In fact it appeared he 
was not interested in the Grouper after 
all - when suddenly with a flick he had 
its head in his mouth. He was a big fish 
with a big mouth but the dead fish gave 
him some trouble. The grouper gulped 
madly and the fish slowly begun to 
disappear. Ron filmed away happily. 
Finally the grouper just could not swal-
low anymore. He simply swam away 
with its tail protruding from his maw 
like a big brown moustache. Altogether 
it was a very interesting little perfor-
mance. Ron of course was delighted. 

For some reason the sharks had 
vanished when the grouper appeared. 

Unknown to us another group of 
spear fishermen had started slaugh-
tering fish some three hundred yards 
away and all our sharks had darted 
off to investigate the new action, 
which was to prove a fatal decision 

for many of them. These boys, all top 
Sydney divers, killed something like 
two dozen sharks before they were 
through. Former Australian spearfish-
ing champion Vic Ley accounted for 
eight reef whalers during one day’s 
diving, without diminishing the supply 
at all. He also had a shark give birth 
after it had been speared and the tall 
tales at dinner that night came fast and 
furious. Ron and I were very saddened 
by some of the stories. It seemed 
several divers had just gone on a mad 
killing-spree spearing sharks for no 
useful purpose other than to see how 
many they could kill. 

Ron, not realising all of this was 
happening such a short distance 
away, decided in lieu of anything more 
exciting, to film me feeding moray 
eels. He found three morays living all 
in the one place. I was busy trying to 
keep my fingers intact and the eels 
happy with pieces of fish fillet when 
a five foot whaler dashed between 
Ron and myself. I can only say he 
gave me a terrible shock, I didn’t even 
know there was a shark around. Ron 
signalled me to offer the shark my 
fillet but I never had the chance. Once 
more he dashed in from behind mak-
ing a wild grab at my bait. He must 
have done this six or seven times. 
The resulting footage looks just great. 
Having the shark passing between me 
and the camera made him look much 
longer than he really was.

Everyday we went filming sharks. 
Once we were lucky enough to have 
two tiger sharks circling the boat. The 
first one to appear was 3 meters. To 
Ron’s dismay one of the boys hit it 
with a powerhead. Ron was planning 
to film the tiger swimming around in 
the clear water. The explosion attract-
ed another much bigger tiger shark 
and a dozen or more whalers. It was 
very exciting for a while. Fortunately 
no one managed to kill the bigger 
shark which must have been over 4 
meters long. It was defiantly more 
wary than its smaller comrades.  

Another shark we found to be quite 
prevalent was the Leopard shark, 
which in spite of his bulk was very 
placid by nature. The Leopard sharks’ 
habit of swimming on the surface 
gave us a few frights. Once I nearly 
had a heart seizure. I was floating on 
the surface watching the action below 
when a fat old leopard shark came 
along and bumped into me. It was just 
so unexpected. Might I add that he got 
a fright also and darted madly away. 

Sea snakes were also a bother. 
They were just everywhere and it took 
some of the divers quite a while to 
become used to have having curious 
snakes inspecting them every so 
often. Although extremely venomous 
they are not as aggressive as some 
people would have you believe, but 
merely curious. However, curious or 
not I find it very hard to take calmly 
particularly when they twine affection-
ately around an arm or leg. 

I gathered a few shells, and when-

ever possible donned S.C.U.B.A and 
took close-ups in the caves. Some of 
the other divers really became carried 
away with gathering molluscs. Giant 
Helmut and Spider shells dotted the 
lagoon floor. There were thousands 
and thousands of them. After the first 
day we could hardly walk along the 
deck for shells. They were heaped 
everywhere. Captain Muller and Clive 
the engineer, cleaned them for us ev-
ery afternoon. This service impressed 
me. I had never been on a boat before 
where the crew cleaned out the shells. 
(Helmut shells are natural predators 
of the crown of thorns starfish and 
now protected in Australian waters). 

The “Coralita’s” crew really looked 
after us. Our scuba bottles and petrol 
tanks were kept constantly filled. All 
the speared fish were filleted and fro-
zen. Our cabins were kept clean and 
tidy. Best of all though, were the fresh 
water showers. There are seven show-
ers on board and enough water for us 
to have a good shower every day. The 
Coralita advertises as being luxury 
plus and back in the early 1970s it was 
without doubt to us super luxury. 

The seven days passed all too 
quickly. No one was anxious to leave 
Kenn. Not only because we were 
having such a good time but also 
because we had to push into a 35 knot 
southwesterly once we left the lee of 
the reef. 

As you can imagine the trip back 

was rather rough and although no one 
was seasick everyone and everything 
received a good jostling around. 

Once back inside the Great Barri-
er Reef things became calmer. Ron, 
myself, and four others were dropped 
off at Heron Island where we were to 
continue work on a T.V series called 
“Barrier Reef”. Everyone else went 
with the Coralita to Yeppoon where 
they gathered up their drums of 
smelly shells, diving gear and frozen 
fish. We had lived and played together 
through eight days of adventure. Now 
we were all going our own different 
ways once again. Kenn was no longer 
just a name on the chart but a reef for-
ever tinged by the intrusion of man. 
The adventure was over.  

I wrote this story 5 decades ago. 
The last time I visited Kenn Reefs 
was about 11 years ago. It was still a 
wonderful place but the excitement of 
adventuring into the unknown along 
with the sharks and big fish was gone.

PS Sadly it seems we can’t leave 
the reef alone. It is abused more by 
mankind each year. Nature doesn’t 
get much of a look in You don’t see 
the big fish much any more but that 
is because of over fishing. The best 
protection our barrier reef can have 
is to be left alone no harvesting, no 
polluting. Just look and enjoy not take 
and destroy.

Valerie Taylor AM
 

Valerie Taylor with Black tip sharks



The Manning Community News20  SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2021

It’s Waterlily Season

Did you know that 
they are actually an 
aquatic herb?

Waterlilies  are native to 
Egypt and South America. 
The blue flowered water lily 
symbolises the very creation 
of the Egyptian Gods. 

Waterlilies need to be 
rooted in the mud below, 
where they overwinter and 
regrow the following year. 

The leaves of water lilies 
play an important role in the 
aquatic ecosystem. 

Their leaves create shade 
and lower water tempera-
tures which prevents algae 
blooms which thrive in 
warmer waters. They also 
shelter fish from heat and 
predictors. 

In Buddhism and Hinduism they symbolise resurrection because the flowers close up 
at night and reopen the next day, similar to spiritual rebirth. 

Claude Monet often used waterlilies as the subject of his works. He painted more than 
250 pieces featuring them. 

Many waterlilies are fragrant and their large leaves are often a haven for frogs or drag-
on flies, while their pollen is favoured by both European and native bees. 

And yes, we have many colours in stock. Don’t miss out! they’re only $18.00 each.
And you don’t necessarily need a pond, a deep water bowl or a deep ceramic pot with 

the drain holes sealed will also work and make it possible to grow them on your patio. 
Just make sure it gets plenty of sun. 

All you need is water, obviously 

How to grow them:
• Get Some cow manure, hessian and an 8” pot and a good quantity of  

medium sized pebbles. 
• Line your pot with hessian, bringing it up towards the top edge. 
• Load a couple of large pebbles into the bottom for weight. 
• Fill your pot with cow manure, soak it well. 
• Plant your waterlily into this, fold the hessian towards the centre around 

the base of the plant. Trim off any excess hessian and pack a good layer 
of pebbles around the top. 

• Immerse in a tub of water till all air bubbles dissipate. 
Now You’re good to go. 
Lower your pot into your pond, ensuring that the leaves will float on the water.
Now wait for your beautiful flowers to appear. Enjoy!

Caitlin Sawyer
Wingham Nursery and florist.
02 6553 4570
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We hear them so often 
that after a while, they 
become a heavy weight 

on our shoulders, and every 
single day we hear more bad 
news and the black cloud over 
our happiness descends again. 
All this doom and gloom seems 
to blanket our lives till we get 
to the point where it really does 
feel like our former carefree life-
styles are well and truly over. 

This in turn, over flows into our 
family life, and before we know it, 
we’ve forgotten how to have fun or 
even hope for a positive future.

Hence Project LockDown was 
created.

Here at the 
nursery we 
realised  that 
a lot of our 
customers 
were finding 
some snippets 
of joy working 
in their gar-
den. So many 
families are 
planning and 
planting out 
new fruit tree 
orchards, some 
were creating 
their very first 
vegetable and 
herb gardens. 
It’s been so 
good to see 
this change in 
regards to gardening, and a lot of 
them suddenly realised that its not 
just all hard work….it’s actually fun 
and great exercise too!

So here at Wingham Nursery, 
we decided what better time for a 
garden competition?

So we set the challenge to…..
Create a themed garden or gar-

den sculpture just using what they 
had tucked away in their garden 
sheds, back yards and in toy boxes.

Three categories : Gardens made 
for kids, by the kids themselves, 
family gardens made by all the fam-
ily, or a garden to reflect how Covid 
19 and the lockdown has effected 
them.

But most of all, it’s about spend-
ing quality time in the garden and 
sharing it with the kids. 

We’ve had so much positive feed 
back from customers in-store and 

through our Facebook 
page. 

It seems everyone’s 
been hanging out for 
something to distract. 
We’ve been totally 
blown away with some 
of the entries and the 
greatest result has been 
seeing how enthusiastic 
the children have been 
in creating their very 
own garden-fantasy 
land. 

Sunshine and fresh 
air have been a great 
antidote for too much 

‘screen time,’ and the 
dreaded home school-
ing; many of the adult 
entrants have discovered 
their creative side for the first time; 
now having the time and space to 
spend quality time in the garden.

These two years of Covid have 
literally been the busiest times we 
at the nursery have ever seen in our 
almost 50 year history. So we are 
very grateful for the patronage of 
our local community. 

When mental health through this 
time has taken a toll on many fami-
lies, it’s been wonderful to see that 
gardening has continued to bring 
people not only peace, but personal 
satisfaction to many others who have 
never tried their hands at growing 
plants and feeding themselves from 
their very own backyards. 

And heaven knows this busy time 

has helped the nursery recover from 
the recent few years of drought, 
where we were literally thinking 
that our business wouldn’t make it 
through that tough time.

And thanks to these busy times, 
we’ve been able to put up some real-
ly good prizes; over $550.00 worth!

The winner from each of the 3 
categories will win a $100.00 Gift 
voucher, second prizes are a $50.00 
gift voucher and the third prize win-
ners will receive a hamper packed 
with gardening goodies. 

Entries close on the 1st of Octo-
ber, with the winners announced on 
the 2nd of October.

We have three independent Judg-
es. Rowena Meldrum from Tinonee,  

Lisa Palmer from Wingham and 
George Hoad from Killabakh.

All our judges are frequent 
customers who have a deep passion 
for gardening and also have a great 
community spirit. 

We are so glad we decided to 
have independent judges; it’s go-
ing to be really tough judging the 
entrants, they have been outstand-
ing in creativity and hard work And 
because of this, we’ll be awarding 
all entrants with a gift pack just for 
entering; we feel everyone should be 
rewarded for their great motivation 
and encouraging their children to 
get out in the garden!

There’s still plenty of time to 
enter, so don’t miss out on these 
great prizes, and better yet, get out 
into that yard and create that unique 
garden with your kids, we know 
you’ll surprise yourselves and have 
fun doing it!

Bring on October 2nd, we can’t 
wait to see who wins!!!!!

Tanya Sawyer and the man-
agement and staff of Wingham 
Nursery and Florist.

WINGHAM NURSERY AND FLORIST

PROJECT LOCKDOWN
There’s been many words bandied around in relation to COVID 19, that we are literally sick of hearing them… 

unprecedented, pandemic, social distancing, uncertain times, and the ‘new normal.’
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Antiques and Collectables

When you are a collec-
tor, it is important to 
get out there and see 

what can be found. Your wan-
dering may be physical travelling 
or these days many people do 
their wandering by searching on 
computers and make their finds 
that way. I love the getting out 
there and physically wandering. 
Covid has been the pits!!! Thank 
goodness our lockdown is over. 
For now!

A reminder to all! our shops have 
been doing it tough with rents to 
pay, no sales, employees to cater 
for and simply trying to make ends 

meet. We all, now, need to get out 
and support our local shops and help 
them recover from very hard times. 
Shop local, shop often and enjoy the 
experience of helping our commu-
nity. 

Here are some of my regular 
local haunts in the antiques arena, 
they might supply a treasure for you. 
In Taree, Clancy’s near Manning 
Base Hospital. They are into more 
Office Furniture these days, but my 
car always wants to call in as I drive 
passed and some treasures can still 
be found. Barry at Isadora’s An-
tiques – at the Valley Fair in Victoria 
St always has a great variety, Col in 

Commerce St - near the Pie shop, 
Sue at Delinquent Funk – Isabella St 
in Wingham right next to the chem-
ist – Sue always has new and inter-
esting stock that turns over quickly 
and Antiques and Old Wares in the 
old McCullough’s Produce store 
also on Isabella St, right next to the 
Newsagents, in Wingham. 

Remember to support our Local 
Museums in Wingham, Tinonee 
and Cundletown. They are great 
resources for our community and 
with school holidays coming up take 
your visitors for a treat. The Muse-
ums are able to survive through the 
support of wonderful volunteers and 
rely on visitors and donations for 
their longevity. Help out, if you can, 
by volunteering yourself, by visiting 
and by encouraging as many visitors 
as you can.

An area of collecting that has 
made a resurgence in recent 
years is the humble wristwatch.

The first watch designed to strap 
onto your wrist was created by Patek 
Philippe in 1868. However, for a long 
time, pocket watches remained dom-
inant. It took time for the wristwatch 
to catch up to the somewhat larger 
pocket watch in accuracy. Before 
World War I, wristwatches were con-
sidered a ladies’ fad and somewhat 
un-masculine to wear. 

The Great War made the wrist-
watch acceptable in men’s fashion. 
Soldiers needed to tell the time on 
the battlefield and without having to 
stop to retrieve a watch from their 
pocket and then pry it open. The 
war made wristwatches “manly,” and 
a New York Times article in 1916 
reinforced this change of opinion so 
that wrist watches continued to gain 
popularity over pocket watches from 
that year forward.

Advancements continued after 

the war, with the first self-winding 
wristwatch appearing in 1923, the 
Patek Philippe perpetual calen-
dar wristwatch in 1925, and water 
resistant watches appearing in the 
1920’s. By 1930, there were 50 times 
more wristwatches in the world than 
pocket watches.

Shock-proof, waterproof, electric 
quartz, and other complex, high-
tech wrist watches, including smart 
watches, continued to appear. Today, 
the exquisite precision and style 
of the top watchmakers is unparal-
leled. Luxury watches in rose gold 
or black steel with leather straps, 
rubber shock guards, internal lights, 
anti-corrosion treatments and that 
work automatically at incredible 
accuracy are now the standard.

Our obsession with telling time, 
the greater need for punctuality in 
the modern business world, and the 
classic and classy style of luxury 
wristwatches as fashion accessories 
all point to the continued popularity 
of high-end wristwatches for the 
foreseeable future.

Names to conjure with in the 
world of collectable wristwatches 
– Patek Philippe, Rolex, Longines, 
Breitling, Omega, Seiko, Jaeger to 
name a few. Beware in your search, 
there are low quality reproductions 
out there for the unwary.

Dave and I have opened a shop 
(Antiques & Old Wares) in Isabella 
St, Wingham. Call in and say hello. 

I hope that collecting brings you 
the enjoyment that I have experi-
enced over forty odd years!

If you have items that you are not 
sure of, I may be able to help with 
information, appraisals &/or sales. 
I love the history and stories of old 
and interesting treasures. 

Phone Rex – 0427 880 546.
Take care and stay safe!

ANTIQUES

A hobby, a passion, a source of much enjoyment and a lifestyle.
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Your Say...
Letters may be edited for space, offensive language or defamatory reasons.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
I was quite shocked to see 

the way our council handled 
the resolution about the gen-
eral purpose financial report 
for the previous financial year.  
I am talking about the Ordi-
nary Council Meeting of 25 
August 2021.  I wrote an Open 
Letter to NSW Auditor Gen-
eral about it.  I then received 
an initial  reply from a gov-
ernance officer, NSW Audit 
Office, which includes some 
positive news when it says, 
“We use information received 
from members of the public 
to inform our financial audit 
work and accordingly I have 
passed your correspondence to 
the Director responsible for the 
audit of the MidCoast Council 
for consideration.”  I currently 
await a further response to 
a second letter I sent to the 
Auditor General.

In the meantime here 
is the text of my first letter 
which refers to a matter in, 
and of, the public interest.  It 
contains reference to what I 
understand to be the relevant 
legislation, an open council 
meeting and publicly acces-
sible audio recording of that 
council meeting.

Open Letter about 
MidCoast Council [to NSW 
Auditor General] 
I am writing to alert you that, 
when you receive MidCoast 
Council’s financial reports 
for the 2020-2021 year, you 
will be receiving something 
that had not been provided to 
the MidCoast councillors for 
sighting and examination at 
council’s Ordinary Meeting of 
25 August 2021.  It was at that 
meeting that Council resolved 
to authorise the signing of the 
certifying statement that must 
accompany the conveyance of 
the general purpose report to 
the Audit Office.

As you would be aware, 
section 413(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 requires 
such a certifying statement 
and clause 215(1) of the 
Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 sets out the 
details to be included in such 
statement.  Section 413 clearly 
specifies that the statement is 
about Council’s “opinion on 
the general purpose report” and 
the consequential clause 215 

requires the certifying state-
ment to “be made by resolution 
of council”.

Given that the councillors, 
when they made the necessary 
resolution, had not sighted or 
examined the relevant materi-
al, the bona fides of the state-
ment you receive, on foot of the 
25 August council resolution, 
is either substantially question-
able or lacking.

You may confirm for your-
self what transpired at that 
council meeting by listening 
to the meeting https://www.
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/files/
assets/public/document-re-
sources/council-meetings/agen-
da-and-minutes/2021/2508-or-
dinary-meeting/
council-meeting-audio-25-8-21.
mp3 - the relevant portion com-
mences at about 3 hours and 4 
minutes and finishes at about 3 
hours and 36 minutes.  You will 
hear that only two councillors 
opposed the move to refer the 
reports to the Audit Office in 
such a questionable manner – 
these being Councillor Bell and 
Councillor Epov who queried 
how a councillor might have an 
opinion on a financial report 
without having seen it.

I do not know to what 
extent it is within your scope to 
rectify this matter or to refer it 
to another review authority..  
However I note that your vision 
statement says, “Our insights 
inform and challenge 
government to improve 
outcomes for citizens” and 
I hope that you might be able 
to offer MidCoast Council 
some insights to challenge it to 
improve its understanding and 
performance regarding finan-
cial governance on behalf of the 
community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Nawal Maharaj 
[Harrington NSW 2427]

P.S. for MCN readers:  
the certifying statement 
which must accompany a 
general purpose financial 
report needs to be based on a 
pro forma found at page 8 of 
the “Local Government Code 
of Accounting Practice and 
Financial Reporting - Section 
1”.  The form contains an 
attestation starting with the 
words “to the best of our 
knowledge and belief”... 

Dear Editor
Vincent O’Donnell highlighted the need 

for the media to ‘filter out the dross, the lies, 
and deceptions in public discourse’ (Truth, 
Media, and Democracy.) While the impor-
tance of this is acknowledged, what Mr. 
O’Donnell fails to acknowledge is the connec-
tion between big business powerful interests 
and the media. Why has the Murdoch media 
suddenly changed its line from being a key 
climate change denier to a supporter of com-
batting climate change? A change in social 
conscience? No. Their sponsors are pulling 
out. My point is that all issues have a history, 
and the role of the media is to trace the truth 

of that history. However with such a level of 
competition between media outlooks, the 
push is for ‘short and quick current headline 
grabbers’ - there is no time to relate the his-
torical circumstances that gave rise to the cur-
rent issue under discussion, There once was 
a paper that did trace the history, It was called 
The National Times. It went bust because of 
a lack of sponsorship. “Only intellectuals and 
academics read this newspaper. They don’t 
have significant spending power. Why would 
I advertise in this paper?” Thank goodness for 
The Manning Community News!

Dr. Paul Kringas
Hallidays Point 

Dear Editor
It is very concerning that Council, at its 

meeting on 25th August, made the majority de-
cision not to allow scrutiny of the draft financial 
statements for 2020/2021 by all councillors.  
Once upon a time, these drafts were discussed 
and placed on council’s website for the public to 
examine, if they wished.  Now, that step towards 
transparency has been taken away from the 
community.  Why is that? 

I imagine that all councillors would have 
wanted to see the draft financial statements.  
The NSW Audit Office focusses on:

• value for money and the appropriate use 
of public money

• risk identification and mitigation
• good governance and controls
• comprehensive record keeping
• transparency, and
• evaluation.
I think that some councillors are under a 

misconception that it isn’t necessary to have the 
draft presented to the full council.  However, the 
Office of Local Government’s Code of Account-
ing and Finance says on page 8 (my emphasis):

 “Commentary – Statement by Councillors 
and Management LGA s.413(2c) Dating and 
signing of Statement by Councillors and Man-

agement LGGR Cl.215
1. The Statement by Councillors and Man-

agement must be made in accordance with a 
resolution of the council and specify the date 
on which it was made.

2. The Local Government Act requires a 
council resolution prior to the financial state-
ments being sent to Audit. 3. If there are 
significant changes between the financial 
statements referred to audit and the final 
audited statements, then the council 
should consider whether it is appropriate 
for the financial statements to be repre-
sented to the elected council again as part 
of the governance process.

The word “again” in point 3 above indicates 
unequivocally that financial statements should 
be considered by all councillors prior to being 
sent for audit.  By passing the resolution they 
have, those councillors who supported it have 
abrogated their duty of care and governance 
to the council and to the ratepayers and would 
have no leg to stand on if it were subsequently 
revealed that something had occurred.

Yours sincerely
Christine Stanton
Tinonee

To the Editor 
I regularly walked passed a jujube bush, 

growing on hallowed ground. During summer 
I partook of the fruit, stolen I guess!

It has now gone. 
1. 30th August. Council workers were in 

River Street Taree, along side St John’s 
Church. A jujube bush was healthy and in 
full flower. 

2. 31st August. The jujube bush was wilted, 
crooked and propped by 2 steely posts. 
Tyre marks showed the bush had been 
run over. 

3. by the afternoon of the same day the 
steely posts had either gone on strike, 
become tired or lazy and had lain down. 
They had taken the bush with them. The 
council had been contacted several times 
re this situation. 

4. 2nd September. Imagine my surprise and 
dismay when I noticed the site had been 
cleaned up, bush and posts had gone. I 
had planned on removing the posts. I felt 2 

steely posts in exchange for nearly $2,000 
in rates was fair.

So, what happened?
Scenario 1. A very naughty truck took off 

by itself, drove onto the church property and 
wilfully knocked down the jujube bush. 

Scenario 2. This idea is even more outland-
ish.  Council workers drove over said bush 
and didn’t stop until another shrub was hit 
and damaged. There was no logical reason for 
the workers to have driven onto the private 
property. The tracks indicate the truck was 
reversing. 

How could this be? Where was the spotter? 
Surely our council workers would never oper-
ate without following OH and S rules. 

Oh no!!  Bight cemetery and the flintwood 
tree incidents in Wingham come to mind.

Unfortunately if any of these ‘vandalistic’ 
style incidents are ‘healed’ it will be our rate 
money used.

Trish Congreve 
Taree 
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DECADES OF SHELTER FOR BIRDS, BEES, 
INSECTS AND BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS – GONE

The desecration of Wingham 
Central Park by the chainsaw 

massacre mob employed by 
Council continues…

I WAS 
JUST 
HAVING 
A NAP…


